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Certificate in Antique and Vintage Car Appraisal (Germany)

Historical Development Of Automobiles

The term chassis refers to the fundamental framework upon which a vehicle is built. In early automobile
history the chassis was a simple ladder‑type structure of steel or wood, providing mounting points for the
engine, drivetrain, wheels and body. Understanding the chassis is essential for appraisal because it
determines the vehicle’s structural integrity and authenticity. For example, a 1925 Mercedes‑Benz with its
original ladder chassis will command a higher market price than one that has been replaced with a modern
replica. Challenges arise when the original chassis is damaged and must be repaired; appraisers must
distinguish between period‑correct repairs using matching materials and modern interventions that
diminish historical value.

The concept of body‑on‑frame describes a construction method where the body is bolted onto a separate
chassis. This was the dominant technique from the Brass Era through the early post‑war years. Vehicles such
as the 1930 Ford Model A exemplify this approach. In appraisal terms, the condition of the body must be
evaluated independently of the frame, as rust or dents in the body may be repaired without affecting the
chassis, whereas frame damage often requires extensive welding that can compromise originality.

In contrast, monocoque construction, also known as unibody, integrates the body and chassis into a single
structural shell. This technique emerged in the late 1930s with models like the Citroën Traction Avant and
became widespread after World War II. For antique and vintage car appraisal the presence of a monocoque
design influences both the rarity and the difficulty of restoration. Since the structural components are
inseparable, any damage may require complex panel replacement, and the appraiser must verify that
replacement panels are fabricated to original specifications.

The term coachbuilding denotes the craft of designing and constructing the vehicle’s body, often by
specialized firms separate from the chassis manufacturer. Notable coachbuilders include Karosserie firms
such as Pininfarina, Touring, and Ghia. Their work is characterized by unique styling, hand‑crafted panels,
and bespoke interiors. When evaluating a vintage car, the provenance of the coachwork is critical; a chassis
from a major manufacturer paired with a body by a renowned coachbuilder can significantly enhance the
vehicle’s collectability and value.

Related to coachbuilding is the notion of provenance, which documents the ownership history of a vehicle.
A well‑documented provenance that includes original factory invoices, registration papers, and previous
owners who were notable figures adds credibility and desirability. For instance, a 1934 Rolls‑Royce Phantom
I that was owned by a famous film director and retains its original paperwork will typically achieve a
premium price over a comparable model with an incomplete ownership record.

The term originality in the context of vintage car appraisal refers to the extent to which a vehicle retains its
factory‑specified components, finishes, and configurations. Originality is assessed through a detailed
comparison of the car’s parts with factory archives, parts catalogs, and period photographs. A 1912 Ford
Model T that still possesses its original engine, transmission, and wooden wheels, even if the body has been
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repainted, is considered highly original. However, the presence of non‑original components, such as a
modern ignition system, may reduce the vehicle’s authenticity unless those modifications are justified as
necessary for safe operation.

A closely related concept is restoration, which involves returning a vehicle to a condition that closely
resembles its original appearance and performance. Restorations can be categorized as “full” or “partial.”
Full restorations aim for complete fidelity, often requiring the fabrication of period‑correct parts and the use
of historically appropriate paints and upholstery. Partial restorations may preserve more of the original
fabric, accepting some wear as part of the vehicle’s character. Appraisers must evaluate the quality of the
workmanship, the authenticity of the parts used, and the documentation of the restoration process.

The term period‑correct describes components, colors, and finishes that match the vehicle’s era of
manufacture. For example, a 1938 Bugatti Type 57 painted in “British Racing Green” using a historically
accurate enamel formula would be considered period‑correct. The use of modern synthetic paints or
contemporary upholstery fabrics, while perhaps more durable, can detract from the vehicle’s historical
integrity and affect appraisal value.

When discussing engine technology, the term inline engine refers to a configuration where cylinders are
arranged in a single row, common in early automobile designs. The 1920 Opel 4‑Cylinder employed an
inline layout that simplified maintenance and provided balanced performance. In appraisal, the originality of
the engine block, pistons, and crankshaft is scrutinized; replacement or heavily modified inline engines may
lower the vehicle’s authenticity, whereas a well‑preserved original engine can significantly raise its
desirability.

The V‑engine configuration, identifiable by two banks of cylinders arranged in a V shape, became popular in
the 1930s for its compact size and smoother power delivery. Notable examples include the 1935
Mercedes‑Benz 540K with its 5.4 L V‑12. For appraisal purposes, the V‑engine’s complexity adds to the car’s
technical interest, but also raises challenges in verifying originality. The presence of aftermarket
components such as a modern carburetor or electronic ignition may be acceptable if they are concealed
and do not alter the engine’s outward appearance.

The term overhead camshaft (OHC) denotes a valve‑actuating system where the camshaft is located above
the cylinder head, allowing for higher engine speeds and improved efficiency. Early OHC designs appeared
in the 1920s on models like the Peugeot Type 174. In the context of vintage car appraisal, an OHC engine
that remains in its original configuration is a rarity, and any conversion to a push‑rod system would be
considered a detriment to authenticity.

A carburetor is a device that mixes air and fuel for internal combustion engines, predating modern fuel
injection. The classic double‑venturi carburetor, exemplified by the 1936 Alfa Romeo 8C 2300, is a hallmark
of pre‑war performance cars. Appraisers must verify that the carburetor is original, as replacement units,
even if period‑styled, may affect the vehicle’s market value. The challenge lies in distinguishing genuine
early carburetors from later reproductions.

The development of fuel injection systems began in the 1950s and gradually replaced carburetors for
improved fuel metering. Early mechanical injection, such as that found on the 1957 Mercedes‑Benz 300SL, is
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a significant technical milestone. In appraisal, a vehicle that retains its original mechanical injection system is
highly prized, whereas conversion to electronic injection, while enhancing drivability, is often viewed as a
loss of originality unless done for a specific restoration purpose.

The term transmission encompasses the gearbox, clutch, and related components that convey engine
power to the wheels. Early automobiles frequently used a three‑speed manual with a non‑synchromesh
design, requiring double‑clutching. The 1915 Cadillac Model 30 is an archetype of this technology.
Evaluating the transmission’s condition involves checking for original gears, synchronizers (if present), and
the state of the clutch material. Replacement transmissions, even if of the correct type, are generally
considered a downgrade in authenticity.

A specific transmission type, the preselector gearbox, was popular in the 1930s for its semi‑automatic
operation. The 1938 Rover 16 employed a Wilson preselector system, which allowed the driver to select the
next gear in advance. From an appraisal standpoint, the presence of an original preselector gearbox, along
with functional selector levers, adds to the vehicle’s technical intrigue and can increase its collectible status.

The term drivetrain includes the transmission, driveshaft, differential, and axles. Early rear‑wheel‑drive
layouts with a live axle were standard until independent suspension became common. For instance, the
1932 BMW 3/20 features a solid rear axle with leaf springs. Appraisers must assess the condition of the
differential gears, universal joints, and axle housings, as replacement parts may affect the vehicle’s
originality.

The concept of independent suspension denotes a system where each wheel moves independently,
improving ride comfort and handling. This advancement appeared in the 1930s on models like the Citroën
Traction Avant with its pioneering front independent suspension. In appraisal, the existence of the original
suspension geometry and spring rates is crucial; modifications to modern coil‑over setups are typically
viewed as non‑original.

When evaluating the vehicle’s exterior, the term paint finish refers to the type and composition of the
coating applied to the body. Early automobiles used enamel paints that required multiple layers and a
high‑gloss finish. A historically accurate “metallic flake” paint, such as the deep blue used on the 1934 Auto
Union Type A, is an important authenticity factor. Modern polyurethane paints, while durable, are not
period‑correct and may lower the appraisal value unless the vehicle has been fully restored with
documented intent.

The term colour palette denotes the range of colours offered by manufacturers during a specific period. For
example, the 1928 Opel Regent was available in a limited set of factory colours, including “Alpine Green”
and “Crimson Red.” Knowledge of the original colour palette allows appraisers to verify whether a vehicle’s
paint matches factory specifications. Repainting a car in a non‑original hue, even if aesthetically pleasing,
can detract from its historical integrity.

The interior trim encompasses the dashboard, seats, upholstery, and decorative woodwork. Early luxury
automobiles featured hand‑stitched leather, walnut veneers, and brass fittings. A 1936 Bentley 3½ Litre with
its original leather‑upholstered seats and hand‑crafted dashboard gauges exemplifies high‑grade interior
trim. In appraisal, the presence of original interior components, including original stitching patterns and
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hardware, is a major factor in determining value.

The term instrumentation refers to the collection of gauges, dials, and warning lights that convey vehicle
performance data. Early instruments often used analog needle gauges with chrome bezels. The 1929
Mercedes‑Benz SSK featured a distinctive tachometer and oil pressure gauge that are considered iconic.
Restoration of instrumentation must retain original glass lenses and calibration; replacing original gauges
with modern digital displays is generally viewed as a loss of authenticity.

The concept of bodyshell denotes the outer panels of the vehicle, which may be constructed from steel,
aluminium, or wood. Early bodies were often hand‑formed using English‑type panel beating techniques. A
1919 Horch 10/50 with its original aluminium panels showcases the craftsmanship of the era. Assessing the
bodyshell includes checking for original rivets versus welded repairs, as the latter may indicate non‑original
reconstruction.

The term riveting describes the method of joining metal panels using rivets, a common practice before the
widespread adoption of welding. Vehicles from the 1920s and early 1930s typically employed riveted
bodies, and the pattern of rivet heads can be a key identifier of authenticity. For example, the 1930 Packard
Twelve retains its original rivet layout, which is an important factor for appraisers verifying originality.

The transition to welding as a primary joining method began in the late 1930s, offering stronger and lighter
connections. However, welding can obscure the original panel construction and may be viewed as a
non‑original alteration if not performed using period‑appropriate techniques. Appraisers must differentiate
between factory‑welded bodies and later weld repairs that could affect the vehicle’s historic value.

The term coachwork is often used interchangeably with bodywork but specifically emphasizes the artistic
and design aspects of the vehicle’s exterior. Coachwork includes styling cues such as fenders, grille designs,
and rooflines. The 1935 Lagonda 4‑C features distinctive coachwork with sweeping fenders and a
chrome‑plated grille, which are critical to its identification and valuation. Any alteration to these defining
features, such as replacing original fenders with a different style, can significantly impact appraisal.

In the realm of chassis identification, the VIN (Vehicle Identification Number) is a unique code assigned to
each vehicle. Early automobiles often used a chassis number stamped onto the frame, which later evolved
into the standardized VIN system. For vintage cars, locating the original chassis number and
cross‑referencing it with factory records is essential for confirming authenticity. Missing or altered VINs
raise concerns about provenance and may lower the vehicle’s market confidence.

The term serial number can also refer to engine numbers, which are stamped onto the engine block. The
engine serial number, when matched with factory production logs, provides evidence of originality. A 1927
Maybach 22/50 with its original engine serial number intact is a strong indicator of authenticity, whereas a
mismatched or absent engine number suggests a possible engine swap, which would be a negative factor in
appraisal.

The concept of original equipment manufacturer (OEM) parts denotes components supplied directly by the
vehicle’s maker. OEM parts are highly valued in vintage car appraisal because they reflect the vehicle’s
factory specifications. For instance, the original Magneti Marelli steering column on a 1939 Lancia Aprilia is
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an OEM component that enhances collectibility. Using aftermarket parts, even if they are visually identical,
can diminish the vehicle’s authenticity.

Conversely, the term aftermarket refers to components produced by third‑party manufacturers. While
aftermarket parts may improve performance or reliability, they are generally considered non‑original. In
appraisal, the presence of aftermarket modifications such as modern brake systems or upgraded lighting
must be disclosed, and the impact on value will depend on the extent of the changes and the preferences of
potential collectors.

The term original paint scheme describes the factory‑specified colour combination, including body paint,
trim accents, and roof colour. Historical documentation, such as factory colour cards and sales brochures,
helps appraisers verify the original paint scheme. A 1932 Jaguar SS100 painted in “British Racing Green”
with black roof and gold‑leaf interior trim is an example of an authentic original paint scheme. Repainting in
a different colour, even if high‑quality, will typically reduce the vehicle’s market desirability.

The concept of period accessories includes items such as original hubcaps, spare wheels, tool kits, and
driver’s manuals that were supplied with the vehicle at the time of sale. Retaining these accessories adds to
the completeness of the vehicle’s historical package. A 1925 Rolls‑Royce Phantom I that includes its original
wooden steering wheel, leather‑covered gear lever, and factory‑issued owner's manual will be appraised
more favorably than a similar car lacking these items.

When assessing the condition grade, appraisers use a standardized scale ranging from “concours” (pristine,
fully restored) to “fair” (significant wear, missing components). Each grade reflects the vehicle’s overall state,
including exterior, interior, mechanical, and documentation. A “concours” grade vehicle, such as a 1931
Porsche 356 in immaculate condition with original parts and documentation, will command a premium
price. Conversely, a “fair” grade vehicle may be priced lower but could offer opportunities for restoration
projects.

The term historical significance captures the importance of a vehicle within the broader context of
automotive development, cultural impact, or notable achievements. Vehicles that introduced
groundbreaking technology, such as the 1908 Ford Model T with its mass‑production assembly line, hold
high historical significance. Similarly, cars associated with famous personalities or events, like a 1955
Mercedes‑Benz 300SL owned by a celebrated race driver, gain additional value. Appraisers must evaluate
both the technical and cultural aspects when determining significance.

A related term is rarity, which measures how few examples of a particular model, configuration, or variant
exist. Limited‑production models, such as the 1937 Auto Union Type C with only 30 units built, are
extremely rare and therefore highly sought after. Rarity is quantified by consulting production records,
registration data, and surviving vehicle counts. A rare vehicle in poor condition may still command a high
price due to its scarcity, whereas a common model in excellent condition may be less valuable.

The concept of market value refers to the price a vehicle can realistically achieve in a current transaction,
taking into account supply, demand, condition, provenance, and other factors. Market value is often derived
from recent auction results, dealer listings, and private sales. For example, the recent auction of a 1936
Bugatti Type 57 that fetched €2.5 million provides a benchmark for similar models. Appraisers must stay
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current with market trends to provide accurate valuations.

The term insurance value is the amount required to insure a vehicle against loss or damage, which may
differ from the market value due to considerations such as depreciation, replacement costs, and policy
terms. Insurance values are often calculated by specialized assessors who factor in the cost of reproducing a
historically accurate replica if the original cannot be repaired. A 1929 Bentley 8 Litre may have a market
value of $1.8 million but an insurance value that reflects the cost of sourcing authentic parts and specialist
labor.

The term collector demand describes the interest and willingness of collectors to purchase specific makes,
models, or eras. Demand fluctuates based on trends, exhibitions, and media exposure. For instance, a
resurgence of interest in pre‑war Italian sports cars following a major museum exhibition can drive up
demand and prices for models like the Alfa Romeo 6C. Appraisers must monitor collector demand to
anticipate changes in valuation.

The concept of documentation encompasses all written records that substantiate a vehicle’s history,
authenticity, and condition. These may include factory build sheets, registration certificates, service logs, and
restoration reports. Comprehensive documentation enhances confidence for buyers and can justify higher
appraisal values. A 1930 Mercedes‑Benz 540K with a complete set of original factory documents and a
detailed restoration dossier will be appraised more favorably than a similar car lacking paperwork.

The term authenticity verification refers to the process of confirming that a vehicle’s components, finishes,
and documentation match the original specifications. This involves cross‑checking serial numbers, paint
codes, and component part numbers against archival sources. Authenticity verification is a critical step
before assigning a final appraisal value, as any discrepancy can lead to adjustments in price.

The concept of technical analysis involves a detailed examination of the vehicle’s mechanical systems,
including engine compression, valve timing, and drivetrain geometry. Technical analysis helps determine
whether the car is mechanically sound and whether any modifications have been made. For example,
measuring the compression of a 1927 Rolls‑Royce Phantom I engine can reveal the condition of the pistons
and rings, influencing both operational reliability and appraisal value.

A related term is functional originality, which assesses whether original components are operational. A
vehicle may retain original parts, but if the engine does not start or the brakes are non‑functional, the
functional originality is compromised. Restoring a non‑functional original engine to running condition, while
preserving as much of the original material as possible, can enhance both usability and appraisal value.

The term historical context places a vehicle within the social, economic, and technological environment of
its time. Understanding the historical context helps explain why certain design choices were made, such as
the adoption of the taxicab body style in early 1900s Europe to meet municipal regulations. Appraisers who
can articulate this context provide richer narratives that increase a vehicle’s appeal to collectors.

The concept of regional variations acknowledges that the same model could have different specifications
depending on the market. For example, a 1934 Ford Model A sold in Germany featured a larger fuel tank
and different lighting arrangements to comply with local regulations. Recognizing these variations is
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essential for accurate appraisal, as a vehicle with region‑specific features may be rarer and more valuable.

The term factory options denotes equipment choices offered by the manufacturer at the time of purchase,
such as optional sunroofs, larger brakes, or upgraded interior trims. Identifying factory options involves
examining original order forms and equipment lists. A 1939 Mercedes‑Benz 300 equipped with the optional
“Worm‑Drive Steering” is more desirable than a standard‑spec version, and the appraisal must reflect the
added value.

The concept of prototype refers to a pre‑production vehicle used for testing and development. Prototypes
are often unique and may include experimental technologies. A 1932 Volkswagen Type 1 prototype, for
instance, holds significant historical interest and can command a premium price due to its rarity and
developmental importance. Appraisers must verify prototype status through factory records and expert
testimony.

The term concept car is similar to a prototype but is typically a design study presented at auto shows to
gauge public reaction. While concept cars rarely reach production, some early examples, such as the 1931
Mercedes‑Benz 500K Sondermodell, were built in limited numbers. These vehicles are evaluated for their
influence on subsequent production models and their collectibility.

The concept of restomod combines restoration with modern upgrades, aiming to preserve classic aesthetics
while enhancing performance and reliability. A restomod might retain the original body of a 1962 Jaguar E-
Type while installing a modern fuel‑injected V12. In appraisal, restomods are positioned between pure
restorations and heavily modified vehicles; they can attract a niche market but may be viewed less favorably
by purists seeking full originality.

The term original chassis number is the identifier stamped onto the frame of early automobiles, often
located on a metal plate or directly on the frame rails. Locating and preserving this number is critical for
authenticity verification. A missing or altered chassis number, especially on high‑value models like the 1924
Bugatti Type 35, raises questions about provenance and can lead to a lower appraisal.

The concept of factory paint codes involves the alphanumeric or numerical codes used by manufacturers to
specify paint colours. These codes were recorded in production logs and can be matched to surviving paint
samples. For example, the “G 14” code corresponds to a specific shade of blue used on the 1935
Mercedes‑Benz 540K. Accurate identification of factory paint codes supports a claim of period‑correct
finish.

The term historical registration refers to the original vehicle registration details, including the date of first
registration, original owner, and license plate number. Historical registration documents can corroborate a
vehicle’s age and provenance. A 1918 Horch 10/50 with its original registration certificate from Berlin adds
credibility and can increase appraisal value.

The concept of original upholstery highlights the importance of preserving the factory‑issued seats, door
panels, and interior fittings. Early automobiles often used leather, wool, or cotton fabrics, sometimes with
unique stitching patterns. Retaining the original upholstery on a 1937 BMW 327 is a strong indicator of
authenticity; replacement with modern fabrics, even if high‑quality, reduces the vehicle’s historic integrity.
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The term original instrumentation covers the factory‑installed gauges, warning lights, and control panels.
Verifying originality involves checking serial numbers, dial fonts, and bezel designs against period
catalogues. For instance, the 1929 Rolls‑Royce Phantom I features a distinctive instrument cluster with a
single large speedometer; any deviation suggests a later modification.

The concept of original trim includes decorative elements such as chrome mouldings, wood veneers, and
badge plates. Original trim pieces are often stamped with manufacturer logos and can be matched to
archival photographs. A 1932 Jaguar SS 100 that retains its original chrome grille, wood‑trimmed
dashboard, and “SS” badge will be appraised more favorably than a vehicle with replaced or missing trim.

The term original lighting refers to the factory‑specified headlamps, tail lamps, and signal lights. Early
vehicles used sealed beam or incandescent bulbs within chrome housings. Maintaining the original lighting
fixtures on a 1935 Citroën Traction Avant is essential for authenticity; replacement with modern LED units,
while functional, is considered a non‑original alteration.

The concept of original steering column emphasizes the significance of the factory‑installed steering
mechanism, which may include specific gear ratios, column designs, and safety features. A 1930
Mercedes‑Benz 770 with its original “Gleitlager” steering column is a valuable component. Replacement
steering columns, even if identical in appearance, can affect the appraisal if they are not original.

The term original suspension components includes the original springs, shock absorbers, and bushings.
Early suspension systems, such as leaf‑spring axles, are characteristic of certain eras. Preservation of these
components on a 1928 Ford Model A demonstrates historical fidelity; modern replacement components,
though improving ride quality, will lower the vehicle’s originality rating.

The concept of original braking system involves the factory‑specified drum brakes, brake shoes, and
hydraulic lines. Early cars often used mechanical brakes, while later models adopted hydraulic systems.
Verifying that a 1934 Porsche 356 retains its original drum brakes, including the correct shoe material and
drum dimensions, is crucial for accurate appraisal.

The term original drivetrain layout describes the arrangement of engine, transmission, and differential as
delivered from the factory. For example, a front‑engine, rear‑wheel‑drive layout was standard for most
pre‑war cars. Maintaining the original layout on a 1936 Mercedes‑Benz 540K is essential; any conversion to
a different layout, such as a mid‑engine configuration, would be considered a major alteration.

The concept of original wheel and tire combination focuses on the factory‑specified rims, spokes, and tire
sizes. Early automobiles used wire‑spoked wheels and narrow tires. A 1915 Rolls‑Royce Silver Ghost with its
original wooden artillery wheels and period‑correct tires is highly prized. Substituting modern alloy wheels,
even if visually similar, detracts from authenticity.

The term original badge refers to the manufacturer’s emblem or model designation affixed to the vehicle.
Badges are often cast in metal and mounted on the grille, trunk lid, or body panels. Original badges on a
1932 Bentley 4½ Litre add to the vehicle’s completeness; missing or replicated badges can lower appraisal
value.
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The concept of original documentation extends beyond registration to include factory delivery notes,
warranty cards, and original owner's manuals. These documents provide a narrative of the vehicle’s life and
serve as evidence of originality. A 1929 Mercedes‑Benz 300SL with its original chassis ledger and service
book is more valuable than a similar car lacking such paperwork.

The term original paint colour is distinct from the broader paint finish; it refers specifically to the colour the
factory applied at the time of sale. Identifying the original paint colour may involve spectrographic analysis
or comparison with historic colour charts. A 1930 Auto Union Type A painted in the factory’s “Signal Red” is
more desirable than a vehicle repainted in a non‑original hue.

The concept of original interior colour scheme includes the combination of upholstery, dashboard, and trim
colours as supplied by the manufacturer. For instance, a 1936 Bugatti Type 57 originally equipped with
“Alabaster” leather seats and a matching dashboard finish is a sign of factory completeness. Alterations to
interior colours, even with high‑quality materials, affect the authenticity assessment.

The term original equipment list (often abbreviated as OEL) details all components installed on the vehicle
at the time of manufacture. This list can be obtained from factory archives or period sales brochures.
Matching the OEL to the existing vehicle helps confirm that no unauthorized parts have been added. A 1934
Mercedes‑Benz 540K that matches its OEL, including the optional “Supercharger,” will be appraised at a
premium.

The concept of original production date is the specific date the vehicle left the factory. Production dates can
be derived from serial numbers, build sheets, and factory logs. Knowing the exact production date allows
appraisers to place the vehicle within a specific production batch, which may have unique characteristics.
For example, a 1932 BMW 303 produced in the early summer batch may have a different steering wheel
design than later units, affecting its rarity and value.

The term original market specifications refers to the configuration of the vehicle as sold in its home market,
including engine size, fuel type, and emissions equipment. Vehicles exported to other markets often
underwent modifications, such as left‑hand‑drive conversion for the United Kingdom. An appraisal must
consider whether a vehicle retains its original market specifications or has been altered for a different
market, as this influences authenticity and value.

The concept of original safety equipment includes factory‑installed items such as seat belts, fire
extinguishers, and early crash protection structures. While early automobiles rarely featured modern safety
devices, the presence of original safety equipment, like a 1930 Mercedes‑Benz 770 equipped with a
factory‑fitted fire extinguisher, contributes to the vehicle’s completeness.

The term original fuel system encompasses the factory‑specified carburetor, fuel pump, and fuel tank
arrangement. Early cars often used gravity‑fed fuel systems with simple carburetors. Maintaining the
original fuel system on a 1927 Maybach 22/50 is essential for authenticity; replacement with modern fuel
injection, while improving performance, reduces originality.

The concept of original exhaust system includes the factory‑specified mufflers, pipes, and tailpipe
configuration. Early exhaust systems were often simple steel pipes with distinctive shapes. A 1935 Porsche
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356 with its original “Racing Exhaust” mufflers is a valuable component. Replacement exhausts, even if they
improve sound quality, are considered non‑original alterations.

The term original cooling system refers to the factory‑designed radiator, water pump, and coolant
pathways. Early cooling systems used copper radiators with brass fittings. Preservation of the original
cooling system on a 1929 Rolls‑Royce Phantom I is a sign of authenticity; modern aluminum radiators, while
more efficient, are non‑original.

The concept of original transmission gear ratios involves the specific ratios selected by the manufacturer for
a given model year. These ratios affect performance characteristics and are often documented in factory
specifications. A 1930 Mercedes‑Benz 540K with its original “Sport Gearbox” ratios is more desirable than a
vehicle fitted with a later, non‑original transmission.

The term original steering mechanism includes the factory‑installed steering box, column, and linkage. Early
steering systems varied widely, with some models using worm‑and‑sector designs and others employing
rack‑and‑pinion. Verifying that a 1932 Jaguar SS 100 retains its original steering components is essential for
accurate appraisal.

The concept of original body panel dimensions addresses the exact measurements and shapes of the
factory‑produced panels. Any alteration, such as panel resizing to accommodate modern wheels, affects
authenticity. A 1934 Auto Union Type A with unchanged body panel dimensions will be appraised higher
than one whose panels have been modified.

The term original door hinges refers to the factory‑installed hardware that allows doors to open and close.
Early hinges were often stamped steel, while later models used concealed hinges. Retaining original hinges
on a 1919 Horch 10/50 is an indicator of authenticity; replacement hinges, even if matching in appearance,
can lower the vehicle’s originality rating.

The concept of original window mechanisms includes the factory‑specified manual crank windows or early
electric lifts. Preservation of these mechanisms, such as the original hand‑crank windows on a 1925 Ford
Model T, adds to the vehicle’s historical integrity. Modern power windows, even if retrofitted, are considered
non‑original modifications.

The term original seat belts is relevant for post‑war vehicles that began to incorporate safety belts as
factory equipment. Early seat belts were simple lap belts made of woven fabric. A 1950 Mercedes‑Benz
300SL with its original factory seat belts is a completeness factor; aftermarket seat belts, while meeting
safety standards, are not considered original.

The concept of original interior lighting includes the factory‑installed dome lights, reading lamps, and
instrument backlighting. Early interior lighting often used incandescent bulbs with chrome reflectors.
Retaining original interior lighting fixtures on a 1936 Bugatti Type 57 contributes to authenticity;
replacement LED modules, despite improved illumination, are non‑original.

The term original upholstery stitching focuses on the specific stitch patterns used by the manufacturer. For
example, the “herringbone” stitch on the leather seats of a 1937 BMW 327 is a distinctive factory detail.
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Replicating the stitch pattern with modern upholstery does not achieve the same level of authenticity as
preserving the original stitching.

The concept of original dashboard layout describes the arrangement of gauges, switches, and controls as
supplied by the factory. Early dashboards often featured wooden veneers and analog gauges. A 1930
Mercedes‑Benz 770 with its original dashboard layout, including the positioning of the speedometer and
fuel gauge, is a key factor in appraisal.

The term original instrument calibration refers to the factory‑specified
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