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Postgraduate Certificate in Drama Education

Drama Education Principles

Drama education is a unique and dynamic field that combines the art of drama with the principles of
education, aiming to foster creative, critical, and empathetic individuals. At the heart of drama education
lies the concept of process drama, which emphasizes the journey of exploration and discovery, rather than
the final product. This approach encourages students to engage actively with the material, making
connections between the drama and their own experiences, and developing a deeper understanding of the
world around them.

A key term in drama education is improvisation, which refers to the spontaneous creation of drama without
prior planning or scripting. Improvisation allows students to tap into their creativity, think on their feet, and
respond truthfully to the moment. By embracing the unknown and taking risks, students can develop their
confidence, self-expression, and ability to work collaboratively with others. For instance, in a drama class,
students might be asked to improvise a scene based on a given theme or stimulus, using their imaginations
and instincts to guide them.

Another essential concept in drama education is role-play, which involves taking on a character or persona
to explore a particular situation or issue. Role-play allows students to step into different shoes, gaining
insight into diverse perspectives and experiences. By adopting different roles, students can develop their
empathy, understanding, and tolerance, as well as their ability to communicate effectively and negotiate
conflicts. For example, in a drama workshop, students might engage in a role-play activity to explore the
themes of bullying or social exclusion, using the drama to raise awareness and promote positive change.

The term narrative is also crucial in drama education, referring to the story or sequence of events that
unfolds during a drama activity. Narrative can take many forms, from scripted plays to improvised scenes,
and can be used to convey messages, explore themes, and create emotional connections with the audience.
By engaging with narrative, students can develop their understanding of storytelling, character
development, and plot structure, as well as their ability to create compelling and engaging drama. For
instance, in a drama class, students might create and perform their own narrative drama based on a
historical event or literary text, using the story to explore complex issues and ideas.

Drama education also places a strong emphasis on reflection and evaluation, encouraging students to think
critically about their own learning and the drama process. Reflection involves looking back on the drama
experience, identifying key moments and insights, and considering what was learned and achieved.
Evaluation, on the other hand, involves assessing the effectiveness of the drama activity, identifying areas
for improvement, and making recommendations for future development. By reflecting and evaluating their
drama experiences, students can develop their metacognitive skills, taking ownership of their learning and
becoming more self-directed and autonomous.

The concept of embodiment is also significant in drama education, referring to the physical and sensory
aspects of the drama experience. Embodiment recognizes that the body is a vital instrument in the drama
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process, and that physicality, movement, and sensation can be used to convey meaning, create atmosphere,
and evoke emotions. By engaging with embodiment, students can develop their kinesthetic awareness,
using their bodies to explore and express complex ideas and emotions. For example, in a drama workshop,
students might use movement and physicality to explore the themes of anxiety or stress, using their bodies
to convey the emotional and psychological impact of these experiences.

In addition to these key terms, drama education also involves a range of practical skills and techniques,
including voice work, movement, and stagecraft. Voice work, for instance, involves developing the student's
vocal skills, including projection, tone, and articulation, to convey meaning and create character. Movement,
on the other hand, involves using the body to create physicality, gesture, and action, and to convey emotion
and atmosphere. Stagecraft refers to the technical aspects of drama, including set design, lighting, and
sound, which can be used to create a immersive and engaging performance environment.

Drama education also recognizes the importance of play and playfulness in the learning process,
acknowledging that play is a fundamental human impulse that can be harnessed to promote creativity,
imagination, and innovation. Playful drama activities, such as games, improvisations, and simulations, can be
used to engage students, foster collaboration, and encourage risk-taking and experimentation. By
embracing play and playfulness, drama educators can create a positive and supportive learning
environment, where students feel free to explore, experiment, and express themselves.

The concept of community is also vital in drama education, recognizing that drama is often a collaborative
and social activity that involves working with others to create a shared experience. Community-based drama
projects, for instance, can bring people together, fostering social cohesion, and promoting a sense of
belonging! And identity. By engaging with community-based drama, students can develop their social skills,
including communication, teamwork, and leadership, as well as their ability to work with diverse groups and
individuals.

Drama education also acknowledges the importance of culture and diversity in the drama process,
recognizing that drama is shaped by the cultural, social, and historical contexts in which it is created and
performed. By engaging with diverse cultures and perspectives, students can develop their cultural
awareness, appreciation, and understanding, as well as their ability to create inclusive and respectful drama
that reflects the complexity and richness of human experience. For example, in a drama class, students
might explore the drama traditions of different cultures, such as African, Asian, or Indigenous Australian
drama, using the drama to promote cross-cultural understanding and exchange.

In terms of assessment and evaluation, drama education recognizes that the drama process is often more
important than the final product, and that assessment should be ongoing, formative, and process-based.
Assessment in drama education might involve observing student participation, engagement, and progress,
as well as evaluating the quality of their drama work, including performances, scripts, and reflections. By
using a range of assessment strategies, drama educators can provide students with constructive feedback,
guidance, and support, helping them to develop their skills, knowledge, and understanding over time.

The concept of transferable skills is also significant in drama education, recognizing that the skills and
knowledge developed through drama can be applied to a wide range of contexts and situations.
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Transferable skills, such as communication, teamwork, and problem-solving, are highly valued by employers
and can be used to enhance career prospects and employability. By emphasizing the transferable skills
developed through drama, educators can help students to recognize the value and relevance of drama
education, and to apply their learning in practical and meaningful ways.

Drama education also involves a range of technologies and media, including digital tools, social media, and
online platforms, which can be used to create, perform, and share drama. Digital drama, for instance, might
involve creating and performing drama using digital technologies, such as video, audio, and animation.
Social media can be used to promote and share drama, as well as to engage with audiences and receive
feedback. By embracing technologies and media, drama educators can create new and innovative
opportunities for students to engage with drama, and to develop their skills and knowledge in areas such as
digital literacy and media production.

The concept of sustainability is also important in drama education, recognizing that drama can be used to
promote social, cultural, and environmental sustainability. Sustainable drama practices, for instance, might
involve using recycled materials, reducing waste, and promoting environmental awareness through drama.
By emphasizing sustainability, drama educators can help students to develop their awareness and
understanding of social and environmental issues, and to create drama that promotes positive change and
social responsibility.

In addition to these key concepts, drama education also involves a range of challenges and complexities,
including the need to balance process and product, to manage classroom dynamics, and to cater for diverse
learning needs and styles. Drama educators must also be aware of the potential risks and challenges
associated with drama, including the risk of emotional distress, the need for safety and well-being, and the
importance of respecting boundaries and consent. By acknowledging and addressing these challenges,
drama educators can create a safe, supportive, and inclusive learning environment, where students can
engage with drama in a positive and meaningful way.

The concept of inclusion is also vital in drama education, recognizing that drama should be accessible and
inclusive for all students, regardless of their background, ability, or experience. Inclusive drama practices, for
instance, might involve using wheelchair-accessible venues, providing sign language interpretation, or
adapting drama activities to meet the needs of students with disabilities. By emphasizing inclusion, drama
educators can help to promote social justice, equity, and diversity, and to create a sense of belonging and
participation among all students.

Drama education also acknowledges the importance of partnership and collaboration in the drama process,
recognizing that drama often involves working with others, including teachers, peers, and community
members. Partnership-based drama projects, for instance, might involve collaborating with local theater
companies, community groups, or arts organizations to create and perform drama. By emphasizing
partnership and collaboration, drama educators can help students to develop their social skills, including
communication, teamwork, and negotiation, as well as their ability to work with diverse groups and
individuals.

The concept of creativity is also central to drama education, recognizing that drama is a highly creative and
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imaginative activity that involves generating new ideas, exploring possibilities, and taking risks. Creative
drama activities, such as improvisation, play-building, and devised theater, can be used to foster creativity,
imagination, and innovation, as well as to develop students' critical thinking, problem-solving, and decision-
making skills. By emphasizing creativity, drama educators can help students to develop their artistic and
creative potential, and to apply their learning in practical and meaningful ways.

In terms of policy and advocacy, drama education recognizes the importance of promoting and supporting
drama education at the local, national, and international levels. Drama educators and advocates might work
to develop and implement drama education policies, to secure funding and resources for drama programs,
and to promote the value and benefits of drama education to stakeholders, including parents, educators,
and policymakers. By emphasizing policy and advocacy, drama educators can help to ensure that drama
education is valued, supported, and sustained over time, and that all students have access to high-quality
drama education opportunities.

The concept of research is also significant in drama education, recognizing that drama education is a field
of study that is informed by theoretical and empirical research. Drama education research might involve
investigating the impact of drama on student learning, the effectiveness of different drama teaching
methods, or the role of drama in promoting social and emotional learning. By emphasizing research, drama
educators can help to develop the field of drama education, to inform practice and policy, and to promote
the value and benefits of drama education to a wide range of stakeholders.

Drama education also acknowledges the importance of teacher education and professional development,
recognizing that drama teachers and educators need ongoing support, training, and development to
provide high-quality drama education opportunities. Teacher education and professional development
programs might involve providing drama teachers with training and resources, mentoring and coaching,
and opportunities for peer support and collaboration. By emphasizing teacher education and professional
development, drama educators can help to ensure that drama teachers are equipped to provide high-
quality drama education, and that students receive the best possible drama education experience.

The concept of leadership is also vital in drama education, recognizing that drama educators and leaders
play a crucial role in promoting and supporting drama education. Drama education leaders might work to
develop and implement drama education policies, to secure funding and resources for drama programs,
and to promote the value and benefits of drama education to stakeholders. By emphasizing leadership,
drama educators can help to ensure that drama education is valued, supported, and sustained over time,
and that all students have access to high-quality drama education opportunities.

In addition to these key concepts, drama education also involves a range of resources and materials,
including drama texts, scripts, and plays, as well as digital resources, such as online platforms, apps, and
software. Drama educators might use these resources to plan and deliver drama lessons, to support student
learning, and to provide opportunities for students to engage with drama in a variety of ways. By
emphasizing resources and materials, drama educators can help to ensure that students have access to
high-quality drama education opportunities, and that drama teachers are equipped to provide the best
possible drama education experience.
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The concept of assessment for learning is also significant in drama education, recognizing that assessment
should be used to promote student learning, rather than simply to evaluate student achievement.
Assessment for learning involves using a range of strategies, including self-assessment, peer assessment,
and feedback, to help students to develop their skills, knowledge, and understanding over time. By
emphasizing assessment for learning, drama educators can help students to take ownership of their
learning, to develop their metacognitive skills, and to become more self-directed and autonomous learners.

Drama education also acknowledges the importance of student voice and student agency, recognizing that
students should be empowered to take an active role in their own learning, and to have a say in the drama
education process. Student voice and agency might involve providing students with opportunities to make
choices, to take risks, and to express themselves, as well as to participate in decision-making and leadership
roles. By emphasizing student voice and agency, drama educators can help to promote student
engagement, motivation, and autonomy, and to create a more democratic and inclusive learning
environment.

The concept of social justice is also central to drama education, recognizing that drama can be used to
promote social justice, equity, and diversity. Social justice drama, for instance, might involve using drama to
explore and address issues such as racism, sexism, and homophobia, as well as to promote social change
and activism. By emphasizing social justice, drama educators can help to promote critical thinking, empathy,
and understanding, and to create a more just and equitable society.

In terms of interdisciplinary learning, drama education recognizes that drama can be used to integrate and
connect with other subjects and disciplines, such as language arts, history, and science. Interdisciplinary
drama activities, for instance, might involve using drama to explore and learn about historical events,
scientific concepts, or literary texts. By emphasizing interdisciplinary learning, drama educators can help to
promote a more holistic and integrated approach to education, and to create opportunities for students to
make connections and apply their learning in practical and meaningful ways.

The concept of community engagement is also vital in drama education, recognizing that drama! Can be
used to engage with and serve the community, and to promote social cohesion and cultural exchange.
Community-based drama projects, for instance, might involve collaborating with local community groups,
organizations, and stakeholders to create and perform drama that reflects and celebrates the diversity and
richness of community life. By emphasizing community engagement, drama educators can help to promote
social responsibility, empathy, and understanding, and to create a more connected and compassionate
community.

Drama education also acknowledges the importance of digital literacy and media literacy, recognizing that
drama can be used to promote critical thinking, creativity, and innovation in the digital age. Digital drama
activities, for instance, might involve using digital tools and technologies to create, perform, and share
drama, as well as to explore and learn about digital media and culture. By emphasizing digital literacy and
media literacy, drama educators can help to promote students' ability to navigate and engage with digital
technologies, and to create a more digitally savvy and media-literate generation.

The concept of emotional intelligence is also significant in drama education, recognizing that drama can be
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used to promote emotional awareness, empathy, and intelligence. Emotional intelligence involves being
able to recognize, understand, and manage one's own emotions, as well as to be aware of and sensitive to
the emotions of others. By emphasizing emotional intelligence, drama educators can help to promote
students' social and emotional learning, and to create a more empathetic and compassionate community.

In addition to these key concepts, drama education also involves a range of challenges and opportunities,
including the need to balance process and product, to manage classroom dynamics, and to cater for diverse
learning needs and styles.

Drama education also acknowledges the importance of student voice and student agency, recognizing that
students should be empowered to take an active role in their own learning, and to have a say in the drama
education process.

The concept of community engagement is also vital in drama education, recognizing that drama can be
used to engage with and serve the community, and to promote social cohesion and cultural exchange.
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