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Postgraduate Certificate in Network Security

Cryptography

Cryptography: Cryptography is the practice and study of techniques for secure communication in the
presence of third parties or adversaries. It involves creating and analyzing protocols that prevent
unauthorized access to information. Cryptography plays a crucial role in network security by ensuring data
confidentiality, integrity, and authenticity.

Encryption: Encryption is the process of converting plaintext data into ciphertext to protect it from
unauthorized access. It uses algorithms to scramble data in such a way that only authorized parties can
decrypt and read the original information. Encryption is essential for securing sensitive data during
transmission and storage.

Decryption: Decryption is the process of converting ciphertext back into plaintext, making the data readable
again. It requires the use of a decryption key that corresponds to the encryption key used to encrypt the
data. Decryption is the reverse operation of encryption and is essential for authorized parties to access
encrypted information.

Algorithm: An algorithm in cryptography refers to a set of rules or instructions used to encrypt or decrypt
data. Cryptographic algorithms are designed to be secure and ensure that encrypted data cannot be easily
decrypted without the proper key. Common cryptographic algorithms include AES, RSA, and DES.

Key: In cryptography, a key is a piece of information used to control the cryptographic operations of
encryption and decryption. The key is essential for both encoding and decoding data securely. Keys can be
symmetric (using the same key for encryption and decryption) or asymmetric (using different keys for
encryption and decryption).

Symmetric Encryption: Symmetric encryption is a type of encryption where the same key is used for both
encryption and decryption processes. This key must be kept secret and shared securely between the
communicating parties. Examples of symmetric encryption algorithms include AES and DES.

Asymmetric Encryption: Asymmetric encryption, also known as public-key cryptography, uses two separate
keys for encryption and decryption. One key is made public (public key) for encryption, while the other key
is kept private (private key) for decryption. RSA and ECC are common asymmetric encryption algorithms.

Public Key: In asymmetric encryption, the public key is used to encrypt data before sending it to the
intended recipient. The public key can be freely distributed and shared with others, allowing anyone to
encrypt messages that only the corresponding private key holder can decrypt.

Private Key: The private key in asymmetric encryption is kept secret and known only to the key owner. It is
used to decrypt data that has been encrypted with the corresponding public key. The private key should
never be shared with others to maintain data security.
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Hash Function: A hash function is a mathematical algorithm that takes an input (or message) and produces
a fixed-size string of characters, known as a hash value or digest. Hash functions are used in cryptography
for data integrity verification, password hashing, and digital signatures. Common hash functions include
SHA-256 and MD5.

Digital Signature: A digital signature is a cryptographic technique used to verify the authenticity and
integrity of a message or document. It involves creating a unique digital fingerprint of the data using a
private key, which can be verified by anyone with the corresponding public key. Digital signatures ensure
non-repudiation and message integrity.

Certificate: A certificate is a digital document that contains information about the identity of an entity, such
as an individual, organization, or website. Certificates are used in public-key cryptography to establish trust
and verify the authenticity of public keys. They are issued by a trusted Certificate Authority (CA).

Certificate Authority (CA): A Certificate Authority is a trusted entity responsible for issuing digital certificates
and verifying the identity of certificate holders. CAs play a crucial role in establishing trust in public-key
cryptography by validating the authenticity of public keys and binding them to specific entities.

Key Exchange: Key exchange is the process of securely sharing cryptographic keys between communicating
parties to establish a secure communication channel. Key exchange protocols ensure that encryption keys
are exchanged securely and that unauthorized parties cannot intercept or tamper with the keys during
transmission.

Diffie-Hellman Key Exchange: Diffie-Hellman Key Exchange is a popular key exchange algorithm used to
securely share cryptographic keys over an insecure channel. It allows two parties to negotiate a shared
secret key without directly transmitting the key over the network. Diffie-Hellman is widely used in secure
communication protocols like SSL/TLS.

SSL/TLS: Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) and Transport Layer Security (TLS) are cryptographic protocols that
provide secure communication over the Internet. They encrypt data transmitted between web servers and
browsers to ensure confidentiality and integrity. SSL/TLS use encryption, digital certificates, and key
exchange protocols to establish secure connections.

PKI (Public Key Infrastructure): Public Key Infrastructure is a set of policies, procedures, and technologies
used to manage digital certificates and public-private key pairs. PKI enables secure communication, digital
signatures, and encryption in various applications, such as e-commerce, online banking, and secure email.

Man-in-the-Middle Attack: A man-in-the-middle attack is a type of cyber attack where an adversary
intercepts communication between two parties without their knowledge. The attacker can eavesdrop on the
communication, modify the messages, or impersonate one of the parties. Secure encryption and
authentication mechanisms are essential to prevent man-in-the-middle attacks.

Brute Force Attack: A brute force attack is a cryptographic attack method that involves trying all possible
combinations of keys or passwords to decrypt encrypted data. Brute force attacks are time-consuming and
resource-intensive but can be successful against weak encryption algorithms or short key lengths. Strong
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encryption algorithms with long key lengths can resist brute force attacks.

Key Management: Key management involves the generation, distribution, storage, rotation, and destruction
of cryptographic keys in a secure manner. Proper key management practices are essential to maintain the
security and integrity of encrypted data. Key management includes key generation, key storage, key
exchange, and key revocation.

Side-Channel Attack: A side-channel attack is a type of cryptographic attack that exploits information leaked
during the execution of cryptographic algorithms. Side-channel attacks can include monitoring power
consumption, electromagnetic radiation, or timing information to extract sensitive data such as encryption
keys. Implementing countermeasures like randomizing algorithms or using secure hardware can mitigate
side-channel attacks.

Read online: https://certificates.uksm.org.uk/guides/3355940/ London School of Planning and Management - 24 Jun 2026
cryptography



