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Professional Certificate in Occupational Therapy in Visual Impairments

Educational Strategies in Visual Impairments

Educational Strategies in Visual Impairments is a vital course in the Professional Certificate in Occupational
Therapy in Visual Impairments program. This course focuses on developing the knowledge and skills
necessary to create effective learning environments for individuals with visual impairments. Here are some
key terms and vocabulary related to this course:

1. Visual impairment: A visual impairment is a condition that results in a significant loss of vision, making it
difficult or impossible to perform visual tasks without the use of assistive technology or other
accommodations.

2. Accessible materials: Accessible materials are instructional materials that are designed and formatted in a
way that allows individuals with visual impairments to access and use them. Examples of accessible
materials include large print, braille, and audio formats.

3. Assistive technology: Assistive technology refers to any device, software, or tool that helps individuals
with visual impairments perform tasks that might otherwise be difficult or impossible. Examples of assistive
technology include screen readers, magnification software, and braille displays.

4. Universal design: Universal design is an approach to designing instructional materials and environments
that are accessible and usable by all individuals, regardless of their abilities or disabilities. This approach
emphasizes the importance of including accessibility features and accommodations from the outset, rather
than as an afterthought.

5. Modifications: Modifications are changes made to instructional materials or the learning environment to
accommodate the needs of individuals with visual impairments. Examples of modifications include
providing extended time for tests, using tactile materials, and modifying the layout of a classroom.

6. Accommodations: Accommodations are changes made to the learning environment or instructional
materials that allow individuals with visual impairments to participate in and benefit from educational
activities. Examples of accommodations include providing large print materials, using audio formats, and
allowing the use of assistive technology.

7. Braille: Braille is a system of raised dots that can be read by touch. It is a vital tool for individuals with
visual impairments, allowing them to read and access information independently.

8. Large print: Large print is a format in which text is enlarged to make it easier for individuals with visual
impairments to read. This format can be used in a variety of contexts, including in instructional materials,
signs, and other printed materials.

9. Audio formats: Audio formats are recordings of text that can be played back to individuals with visual
impairments. This format can be used to provide access to a wide range of materials, including books,
lectures, and other instructional materials.

10. Screen readers: Screen readers are software programs that read aloud the text that appears on a
computer screen. This technology is essential for individuals with visual impairments who use computers,
allowing them to access and interact with digital materials.

11. Magnification software: Magnification software is a type of assistive technology that enlarges the text
and images that appear on a computer screen. This technology is helpful for individuals with low vision,
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allowing them to see and interact with digital materials more easily.

12. Braille displays: Braille displays are electronic devices that convert text into braille characters. This
technology is essential for individuals with visual impairments who prefer to read braille, allowing them to
access and interact with digital materials in a tactile format.

13. Tactual materials: Tactual materials are objects or surfaces that can be touched and explored by
individuals with visual impairments. These materials can be used to provide tactile information, such as
shapes, textures, and patterns, that can be used to support learning and exploration.

14. Extended time: Extended time is a modification that allows individuals with visual impairments to have
additional time to complete tests or other tasks. This modification can help to level the playing field for
individuals with visual impairments, who may need more time to complete tasks due to the need to use
assistive technology or other accommodations.

15. Modifying the layout: Modifying the layout of a classroom or other learning environment is a
modification that can be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with visual impairments. This
modification might include rearranging furniture, using contrasting colors, or providing tactile markers to
help individuals navigate the space.

16. Instructional strategies: Instructional strategies are teaching methods and techniques that are used to
support learning and engagement. In the context of visual impairments, instructional strategies might
include using tactile materials, providing verbal descriptions, or using assistive technology.

17. Collaboration: Collaboration is the process of working together with individuals with visual impairments,
their families, and other professionals to support learning and participation. This might include working
together to identify needs, develop accommodations and modifications, and evaluate progress.

18. Assessment: Assessment is the process of evaluating an individual's skills, knowledge, and abilities. In
the context of visual impairments, assessment might include using specialized tests or tools to evaluate
visual acuity, visual functioning, or other factors related to visual impairment.

19. Individualized Education Program (IEP): An Individualized Education Program (IEP) is a written plan that
outlines the educational goals, accommodations, and services for an individual with a disability. In the
context of visual impairments, an IEP might include goals related to visual functioning, as well as
accommodations such as large print materials, assistive technology, or extended time.

20. Transitions: Transitions refer to the changes that occur as individuals move from one stage of life to
another. In the context of visual impairments, transitions might include moving from early childhood to
school age, or from high school to postsecondary education or employment.

In conclusion, Educational Strategies in Visual Impairments is a critical course in the Professional Certificate
in Occupational Therapy in Visual Impairments program. This course covers a wide range of key terms and
vocabulary related to visual impairments and the educational strategies used to support individuals with
visual impairments. Understanding these terms and concepts is essential for professionals working in this
field, as they can help to ensure that individuals with visual impairments have access to the
accommodations, modifications, and instructional strategies they need to succeed in educational settings.
By using accessible materials, assistive technology, and other accommodations, professionals can help to
create inclusive and equitable learning environments that support the full participation and engagement of
individuals with visual impairments.
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