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Postgraduate Certificate in Romanian Literature and Culture

Literary Movements in Romanian Literature

Literary Movements in Romanian Literature encompass a rich tapestry of artistic expressions that have
shaped the country's cultural landscape over the centuries. From the earliest works of folklore to the
modernist experiments of the 20th century, Romanian literature reflects a complex interplay of influences,
themes, and styles that continue to captivate readers and scholars alike. In this course, we will explore some
of the key terms and vocabulary associated with these literary movements, providing a comprehensive
overview of the major trends and developments in Romanian literature.

1. **Folklore**: Folklore has played a crucial role in shaping Romanian literature, providing a rich source of
inspiration for writers and poets. Folk tales, ballads, and myths have been passed down through
generations, influencing the themes and motifs found in Romanian literary works. Writers such as Mihai
Eminescu and Ion Creangă drew heavily on folklore in their writings, weaving elements of myth and legend
into their narratives.

2. **Romanticism**: The Romantic movement had a profound impact on Romanian literature in the 19th
century, inspiring writers to explore themes of nature, emotion, and the supernatural. Poets like Vasile
Alecsandri and George Coșbuc embraced the Romantic ethos, creating lyrical works that celebrated the
beauty of the Romanian countryside and the resilience of its people.

3. **Realism**: In the latter half of the 19th century, Realism emerged as a dominant literary movement in
Romania, focusing on the portrayal of everyday life and social issues. Writers such as Ioan Slavici and Duiliu
Zamfirescu sought to capture the harsh realities of Romanian society, shedding light on poverty, corruption,
and injustice.

4. **Symbolism**: Symbolism gained prominence in Romanian literature at the turn of the 20th century, with
poets like Tudor Arghezi and George Bacovia experimenting with abstract imagery and metaphorical
language. Symbolist writers sought to convey deeper truths and emotions through symbolic language,
pushing the boundaries of poetic expression.

5. **Modernism**: The Modernist movement brought a spirit of innovation and experimentation to
Romanian literature in the early 20th century. Writers such as Tristan Tzara and Urmuz challenged traditional
literary conventions, embracing avant-garde techniques and unconventional forms of expression. Modernist
works often featured fragmented narratives, stream-of-consciousness writing, and surreal imagery.

6. **Surrealism**: Surrealism emerged as a prominent literary movement in Romania in the interwar period,
with writers like Gellu Naum and Gherasim Luca exploring the realm of the unconscious and the irrational.
Surrealist works often defied logic and reason, inviting readers to question conventional reality and explore
the depths of the human psyche.

7. **Socialist Realism**: During the Communist era, Socialist Realism became the dominant literary mode in
Romania, promoting the ideals of the Communist Party and glorifying the achievements of the working
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class. Writers such as Marin Preda and Paul Goma were expected to produce works that reflected the Party's
ideology and promoted socialist values.

8. **Postmodernism**: In the post-Communist era, Romanian literature has witnessed a resurgence of
experimentalism and pluralism, with writers like Mircea Cărtărescu and Norman Manea exploring new forms
of narrative and expression. Postmodernist works often blur the boundaries between fiction and reality,
challenging readers to reconsider their assumptions about literature and language.

9. **Transrealism**: Transrealism is a contemporary literary movement in Romania that blends elements of
realism, fantasy, and science fiction to create imaginative and thought-provoking narratives. Writers like
Cezar Paul-Bădescu and D. R. Popescu have embraced transrealism as a way to explore the complexities of
modern life and society, using speculative elements to shed light on pressing social issues.

10. **Literary Canon**: The literary canon refers to the body of works that are considered to be the most
important and influential in a particular literary tradition. In Romanian literature, the canon includes classic
works by writers such as Mihai Eminescu, Ion Creangă, and Liviu Rebreanu, whose contributions have had a
lasting impact on the development of the country's literary heritage.

11. **Intertextuality**: Intertextuality is a key concept in literary studies that refers to the ways in which texts
are interconnected and influenced by other works of literature. Romanian writers often engage in
intertextual dialogue with their predecessors, drawing on literary traditions and motifs to enrich their own
creative output. Intertextuality can be seen in works like Mircea Eliade's "The Sacred and the Profane," which
references mythological and religious texts to explore the nature of human experience.

12. **National Identity**: National identity is a central theme in Romanian literature, reflecting the country's
complex history and cultural heritage. Writers often grapple with questions of identity, belonging, and
tradition, seeking to define what it means to be Romanian in the face of political upheaval and social
change. National identity is a recurring motif in works like Lucian Blaga's "The Trilogy of the Absent Ones,"
which explores the tension between modernity and tradition in Romanian society.

13. **Literary Criticism**: Literary criticism plays a vital role in shaping the reception and interpretation of
Romanian literature, providing insights into the historical, cultural, and aesthetic dimensions of literary
works. Critics such as Eugen Lovinescu and Nicolae Manolescu have made significant contributions to the
study of Romanian literature, offering nuanced analyses of individual works and broader literary trends.

14. **Translation**: Translation is essential for the dissemination of Romanian literature to a global audience,
allowing works to be read and appreciated beyond national borders. Translators like Andrei Codrescu and
Gabriela Adameșteanu have played a crucial role in bringing Romanian literature to an international
readership, bridging linguistic and cultural divides through the art of translation.

15. **Literary Journals**: Literary journals have long served as platforms for the publication and discussion
of literary works in Romania, providing a space for writers to showcase their talent and engage with critical
debates. Journals like "România Literară" and "Luceafărul" have been instrumental in fostering literary
creativity and fostering a sense of community among Romanian writers.
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16. **Literary Prizes**: Literary prizes play a significant role in recognizing and rewarding excellence in
Romanian literature, honoring writers for their contributions to the literary field. Prizes like the "Bucharest
Writers' Prize" and the "Ion Creangă Award" celebrate outstanding works of fiction, poetry, and non-fiction,
showcasing the diversity and vibrancy of contemporary Romanian literature.

17. **Censorship**: Censorship has been a persistent challenge for Romanian writers throughout history,
with authoritarian regimes seeking to control and suppress dissenting voices. Writers like Ana Blandiana
and Herta Müller have faced persecution and censorship for their outspoken views, highlighting the
importance of freedom of expression in the literary sphere.

18. **Literary Adaptations**: Literary adaptations have played a significant role in popularizing Romanian
literature through other art forms, including film, theater, and music. Adaptations of works like Mihail
Sebastian's "For Two Thousand Years" and Marin Preda's "The Moromete Family" have introduced new
audiences to the rich storytelling traditions of Romanian literature, expanding the reach and impact of
literary works.

19. **Literary Festivals**: Literary festivals provide a vital platform for writers, critics, and readers to come
together and celebrate the diversity of Romanian literature. Festivals like the "Bucharest International
Literature Festival" and the "Timișoara Literary Days" showcase emerging talents and established authors,
fostering a sense of community and dialogue within the literary world.

20. **Digital Humanities**: Digital humanities is an emerging field that applies digital tools and
methodologies to the study of literature, enabling scholars to analyze and interpret literary texts in
innovative ways. Digital projects like the "Romanian Literature Database" and the "Digital Library of
Romanian Literature" have revolutionized the study of Romanian literature, making texts more accessible
and fostering new avenues of research and exploration.

By exploring these key terms and concepts related to Literary Movements in Romanian Literature, students
in the Postgraduate Certificate in Romanian Literature and Culture will gain a deeper understanding of the
historical, thematic, and stylistic dimensions of Romanian literary traditions. Through close reading, critical
analysis, and creative engagement with primary texts, students will develop a nuanced appreciation of the
diverse voices and perspectives that have shaped Romanian literature over the centuries.

Literary Movements in Romanian Literature:

Romanian literature has a rich and diverse history, with various literary movements shaping its development
over the centuries. From the early beginnings of Romanian literature to the modern era, different
movements have emerged, each with its unique characteristics, themes, and styles. This course will explore
some of the key literary movements in Romanian literature, providing an in-depth analysis of their
significance and impact on the cultural landscape of Romania.

1. Romanticism:

Romanticism was a prominent literary movement in Romanian literature during the 19th century,
characterized by an emphasis on emotions, imagination, and individualism. Romanian Romantic writers

Read online: https://certificates.uksm.org.uk/guides/3026137/literary-
movements-in-romanian-literature

London School of Planning and Management · 21 Jun 2026



G U I D E

sought to express their innermost feelings and beliefs through their works, often exploring themes of love,
nature, and the supernatural. One of the most notable figures of Romanian Romanticism is Mihai Eminescu,
whose poems reflect the romantic ideals of beauty, passion, and melancholy.

Example: Eminescu's poem "Luceafărul" (The Evening Star) is a quintessential work of Romanian
Romanticism, showcasing the poet's deep emotional sensitivity and lyrical style.

2. Symbolism:

Symbolism was a literary movement that emerged in Romania in the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
focusing on the use of symbols to convey deeper meanings and truths. Romanian Symbolist writers sought
to transcend the boundaries of reality and explore the mystical and esoteric aspects of existence. Prominent
Symbolist poets such as George Bacovia and Tudor Arghezi used symbolic language and imagery to evoke
a sense of mystery and transcendence in their works.

Example: Bacovia's poem "Plumb" (Lead) is a prime example of Romanian Symbolist literature, with its
cryptic symbols and dark, introspective themes that explore the human condition.

3. Modernism:

Modernism was a literary movement that emerged in Romania in the early 20th century, characterized by a
break from traditional forms and conventions. Romanian Modernist writers experimented with new literary
techniques and styles, challenging established norms and pushing the boundaries of artistic expression.
Writers such as Ion Barbu and Urmuz embraced the avant-garde spirit of Modernism, exploring themes of
urban alienation, technological progress, and existential angst.

Example: Barbu's poetry collection "Joc secund" (Second Game) exemplifies the Modernist sensibility in
Romanian literature, with its innovative use of language, imagery, and form to capture the complexities of
modern life.

4. Avant-Garde:

The Avant-Garde movement in Romanian literature emerged in the early 20th century, characterized by a
spirit of experimentation, innovation, and radicalism. Avant-Garde writers sought to challenge conventional
literary norms and explore new possibilities in form, content, and style. Figures such as Tristan Tzara and Ion
Vinea were at the forefront of the Romanian Avant-Garde, embracing surrealism, absurdism, and other
unconventional techniques in their works.

Example: Tzara's manifesto "Dada Manifesto" is a seminal work of Romanian Avant-Garde literature,
advocating for the rejection of traditional artistic values and the embrace of chaos, spontaneity, and
absurdity in creative expression.

5. Socialist Realism:

Socialist Realism was a dominant literary movement in Romania during the communist era, emphasizing the
depiction of socialist ideals and the glorification of the working class. Romanian writers were expected to
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create works that promoted the principles of socialism and reflected the achievements of the communist
regime. Authors such as Marin Preda and Paul Goma were prominent figures in Romanian Socialist Realism,
producing novels and poems that celebrated the virtues of collective labor and revolutionary struggle.

Example: Preda's novel "Moromeții" (The Moromete Family) is a classic work of Romanian Socialist Realism,
depicting the lives of peasants in a socialist society and celebrating the triumph of the proletariat over
oppressive forces.

6. Postmodernism:

Postmodernism emerged in Romanian literature in the late 20th century, challenging the notions of truth,
reality, and identity. Postmodernist writers rejected the grand narratives of the past and embraced a
fragmented, ironic, and self-reflexive approach to storytelling. Figures such as Mircea Cărtărescu and
Norman Manea are leading voices in Romanian Postmodernism, exploring themes of memory, history, and
language in their works.

Example: Cărtărescu's novel "Orbitor" (Blinding) is a prime example of Romanian Postmodernist literature,
with its complex narrative structure, metafictional elements, and playful deconstruction of literary
conventions.

7. Contemporary Literature:

Contemporary Romanian literature encompasses a wide range of styles, themes, and voices, reflecting the
diverse cultural landscape of modern Romania. Writers such as Ioana Pârvulescu, Radu Aldulescu, and
Florina Ilis are at the forefront of contemporary Romanian literature, exploring issues of identity, memory,
and globalization in their works. Contemporary Romanian literature continues to evolve and adapt to the
challenges of the 21st century, engaging with pressing social, political, and environmental issues.

Example: Pârvulescu's novel "Viața începe vineri" (Life Begins on Friday) is a poignant exploration of
memory, nostalgia, and the passage of time in contemporary Romania, capturing the complexities of
personal and collective history.

Challenges and Future Directions:

While Romanian literature has a rich and storied tradition, it also faces challenges in the modern era, such as
globalization, digitalization, and political upheaval. Writers in Romania must navigate the complexities of a
rapidly changing world while preserving the unique cultural heritage of their country. The future of
Romanian literature lies in its ability to adapt, innovate, and engage with the pressing issues of our time,
while also honoring the rich legacy of the past. As readers and scholars, we have the opportunity to explore
the diverse and vibrant landscape of Romanian literature, uncovering its hidden gems and celebrating its
enduring contributions to the world of letters.

Literary Movements in Romanian Literature

Literary movements in Romanian literature refer to the various trends, styles, and ideologies that have
shaped the development of literature in Romania over the centuries. These movements are often

Read online: https://certificates.uksm.org.uk/guides/3026137/literary-
movements-in-romanian-literature

London School of Planning and Management · 21 Jun 2026



G U I D E

characterized by specific themes, techniques, and philosophies that distinguish them from one another.
Understanding these literary movements is essential for gaining a comprehensive insight into the rich and
diverse literary tradition of Romania.

Romanian Literature

Romanian literature has a long and varied history that dates back to the Middle Ages. It has been influenced
by a wide range of cultural and historical factors, including the country's complex linguistic heritage, its
position at the crossroads of Eastern and Western Europe, and its tumultuous political history. Romanian
literature encompasses a wide array of genres, including poetry, prose, drama, and literary criticism.

Key Terms and Vocabulary

In this course on Postgraduate Certificate in Romanian Literature and Culture, it is crucial to familiarize
yourself with the key terms and vocabulary associated with the various literary movements in Romanian
literature. Below, we will explore some of the essential terms that you will encounter throughout the course.

Romanticism

Romanticism was a literary movement that emerged in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. It emphasized
emotion, imagination, and individualism, seeking to break away from the rationalism and classicism of the
Enlightenment. In Romanian literature, Romanticism was characterized by a focus on nature, the
supernatural, and the exotic, as well as a celebration of the individual and the nation. One of the most
prominent figures of Romanian Romanticism is the poet Mihai Eminescu, whose works often explore themes
of love, nature, and national identity.

Realism

Realism was a literary movement that developed in the mid-19th century as a reaction against Romanticism.
It sought to depict the realities of everyday life with accuracy and detail, focusing on the struggles and
triumphs of ordinary people. In Romanian literature, Realism was marked by a commitment to social critique
and a concern for the plight of the working class. Writers such as Ion Luca Caragiale and Ioan Slavici are key
figures of Romanian Realism, whose works often depicted the social injustices and political corruption of
their time.

Naturalism

Naturalism was an offshoot of Realism that emerged in the late 19th century. It aimed to portray life without
romanticizing or idealizing it, focusing on the harsh realities of poverty, violence, and social inequality. In
Romanian literature, Naturalism was characterized by a stark portrayal of the darker aspects of society,
including crime, illness, and moral decay. The novelist and playwright Ioan Alexandru Brătescu-Voinești was
a leading figure of Romanian Naturalism, whose works often explored the impact of social and economic
factors on individual lives.

Symbolism
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Symbolism was a literary movement that emerged in the late 19th century as a reaction against Realism and
Naturalism. It sought to convey abstract and complex ideas through symbolic imagery and metaphor,
exploring the deeper meanings and mysteries of existence. In Romanian literature, Symbolism was
characterized by a fascination with the unconscious mind, dreams, and the supernatural. The poet and
essayist Alexandru Macedonski was a key figure of Romanian Symbolism, whose works often delved into
themes of spirituality, mysticism, and the occult.

Modernism

Modernism was a literary movement that emerged in the early 20th century, seeking to break away from
traditional forms and conventions. It emphasized experimentation, innovation, and a rejection of
established norms, challenging readers to rethink their assumptions about literature and art. In Romanian
literature, Modernism was characterized by a spirit of rebellion and a desire to push the boundaries of
artistic expression. Writers such as Tudor Arghezi and George Bacovia were prominent figures of Romanian
Modernism, whose works often explored themes of alienation, fragmentation, and the search for meaning
in a rapidly changing world.

Avant-Garde

The Avant-Garde was a radical artistic movement that emerged in the early 20th century, seeking to disrupt
and revolutionize traditional forms of art and literature. It emphasized innovation, originality, and a rejection
of mainstream conventions, challenging audiences to rethink their preconceived notions about culture and
society. In Romanian literature, the Avant-Garde was characterized by a spirit of experimentation and a
commitment to pushing the boundaries of artistic expression. The poet and playwright Tristan Tzara was a
key figure of Romanian Avant-Garde, whose works often incorporated elements of Dadaism and Surrealism
to create unconventional and provocative art.

Neorealism

Neorealism was a literary movement that emerged in the mid-20th century, seeking to depict the harsh
realities of post-war society with honesty and compassion. It focused on the lives of ordinary people, their
struggles, and their hopes for a better future. In Romanian literature, Neorealism was characterized by a
commitment to social engagement and a concern for the marginalized and disenfranchised. Writers such as
Marin Preda and Zaharia Stancu were prominent figures of Romanian Neorealism, whose works often
explored themes of poverty, injustice, and the human cost of political oppression.

Postmodernism

Postmodernism was a literary movement that emerged in the late 20th century, challenging the ideas and
assumptions of modernism. It emphasized playfulness, irony, and a rejection of grand narratives,
questioning the nature of reality and the role of the artist in society. In Romanian literature, Postmodernism
was characterized by a self-reflexive approach to storytelling and a blurring of boundaries between fact and
fiction. Writers such as Mircea Cărtărescu and Gabriela Adameșteanu were key figures of Romanian
Postmodernism, whose works often explored themes of memory, identity, and the fluidity of language.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, the study of literary movements in Romanian literature is essential for gaining a deep
understanding of the diverse and dynamic tradition of Romanian letters. By familiarizing yourself with the
key terms and vocabulary associated with these movements, you will be better equipped to analyze and
appreciate the rich tapestry of Romanian literary heritage. Whether exploring the emotional intensity of
Romanticism, the social critique of Realism, or the experimentalism of Postmodernism, each literary
movement offers a unique perspective on the human experience and the complexities of the world we
inhabit.

Literary Movements in Romanian Literature:

Throughout the history of Romanian literature, several key literary movements have emerged, each
characterized by unique themes, styles, and influences. These movements have shaped the trajectory of
Romanian literature and contributed to its rich cultural heritage. In this course, we will explore some of the
most significant literary movements in Romanian literature, examining their historical context, major figures,
key works, and lasting impact on the literary landscape.

1. **National Romanticism**:

National Romanticism was a literary movement that emerged in the early 19th century, emphasizing the
importance of national identity, folklore, and tradition. Writers associated with this movement sought to
promote a sense of cultural pride and unity among the Romanian people. One of the key figures of National
Romanticism is Mihai Eminescu, whose poetry celebrated the beauty of the Romanian landscape and the
spirit of the Romanian people. An example of Eminescu's work is his poem "Luceafărul" (The Evening Star),
which is considered a masterpiece of Romanian literature.

2. **Junimea**:

Junimea was a cultural and literary society founded in 1863 in the city of Iași. The members of Junimea were
intellectuals who sought to modernize Romanian literature and promote a more refined literary aesthetic.
One of the most prominent figures associated with Junimea is the writer and critic Titu Maiorescu, who
advocated for a more rational and disciplined approach to literature. Junimea had a significant influence on
Romanian literature, shaping the works of writers such as Ion Luca Caragiale and Barbu Ștefănescu
Delavrancea.

3. **Symbolism**:

Symbolism was a literary movement that emerged in the late 19th century, characterized by a focus on
symbolic imagery and the exploration of the subconscious mind. Romanian Symbolist poets, such as George
Bacovia and Tudor Arghezi, experimented with language and form to convey deeper emotional and spiritual
truths. Bacovia's poem "Plumb" (Lead) is a prime example of Romanian Symbolist poetry, with its haunting
imagery and introspective tone.

4. **Modernism**:
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Modernism was a literary movement that emerged in the early 20th century, challenging traditional literary
conventions and exploring new forms of expression. Romanian Modernist writers, such as Tristan Tzara and
Ion Barbu, experimented with surrealism, stream of consciousness, and other avant-garde techniques. Tzara,
a key figure in the Dada movement, is known for his radical approach to poetry and performance art.
Barbu's collection of poems "Joc secund" (Second Game) exemplifies the innovative spirit of Romanian
Modernism.

5. **Surrealism**:

Surrealism was a literary and artistic movement that emerged in the 1920s, characterized by its exploration
of the unconscious mind and its rejection of rational thought. Romanian Surrealist writers, such as Gellu
Naum and Gherasim Luca, sought to liberate the imagination and challenge societal norms through their
experimental works. Naum's poem "Poemul invectivă" (The Invective Poem) and Luca's prose poem "La
capătul lumii" (At the End of the World) are prime examples of Romanian Surrealist literature.

6. **Social Realism**:

Social Realism was a literary movement that emerged in the mid-20th century, emphasizing the portrayal of
social issues and the lives of ordinary people. Romanian Social Realist writers, such as Marin Preda and
Zaharia Stancu, sought to depict the harsh realities of life under Communist rule and advocate for social
change. Preda's novel "Cel mai iubit dintre pământeni" (The Most Beloved of Earthlings) and Stancu's novel
"Desculț" (Barefoot) are notable works of Romanian Social Realism.

7. **Postmodernism**:

Postmodernism was a literary movement that emerged in the late 20th century, characterized by its
skepticism towards grand narratives and its embrace of intertextuality and self-referentiality. Romanian
Postmodernist writers, such as Mircea Cărtărescu and Dan Lungu, experimented with metafiction, pastiche,
and irony to critique contemporary society and challenge conventional literary forms. Cărtărescu's novel
"Orbitor" (Blinding) and Lungu's novel "Sînt o babă comunistă!" (I Am a Communist Biddy!) exemplify the
playful and subversive spirit of Romanian Postmodernism.

In this course, we will delve into these key literary movements in Romanian literature, examining the ways in
which they have shaped the development of Romanian literary tradition and influenced the works of
subsequent generations of writers. By exploring the historical context, major figures, key works, and
thematic concerns of each movement, students will gain a deeper understanding of the diverse and vibrant
landscape of Romanian literature.
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