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Certificate in Entertainment Law

Copyright Law in Entertainment

Copyright law is a critical area of entertainment law that protects original works of authorship, such as
music, movies, books, and photographs. In this explanation, we will cover key terms and vocabulary related
to copyright law in entertainment.

1. Copyright: Copyright is a legal right that protects original works of authorship, such as literary, dramatic,
musical, and artistic works. Copyright provides the creator of the work with the exclusive right to reproduce,
distribute, and display the work publicly.

2. Original Work: To be eligible for copyright protection, a work must be original, meaning it was created
independently by the author and possesses a minimal degree of creativity. For example, a movie script that
is copied from a previously published book would not be considered an original work.

3. Copyright Owner: The copyright owner is the person or entity that has the exclusive right to reproduce,
distribute, and display the work publicly. In the entertainment industry, copyright owners often license their
works to third parties, such as movie studios or music labels, for a fee.

4. Copyright Notice: A copyright notice is a statement that identifies the copyright owner, the year of first
publication, and the symbol ©. While a copyright notice is not required for copyright protection, it can
serve as evidence of ownership and may deter infringement.

5. Public Domain: Works that are no longer protected by copyright law are said to be in the public domain.
These works can be used by anyone without seeking permission or paying royalties.

6. Fair Use: Fair use is a legal doctrine that permits the use of copyrighted material without obtaining
permission from the copyright owner. Fair use allows for the use of copyrighted material for purposes such
as criticism, commentary, news reporting, teaching, scholarship, or research.

7. Infringement: Copyright infringement occurs when someone uses a copyrighted work without the
permission of the copyright owner. Infringement can result in legal action, including damages and
injunctions.

8. Statute of Limitations: The statute of limitations is the time limit within which a legal action must be
brought. In copyright law, the statute of limitations is three years from the date of the infringing act.

9. Licensing: Licensing is the process of granting permission to use a copyrighted work in exchange for
payment. Licensing agreements can be exclusive or non-exclusive and can cover a variety of rights, such as
reproduction, distribution, and public display.

10. Work for Hire: A work for hire is a work created by an employee within the scope of their employment or
a work commissioned by a third party under a written agreement. The employer or commissioning party is
considered the author and owner of the work for copyright purposes.

In the entertainment industry, copyright law plays a critical role in protecting creative works. For example, a
musician who writes and records a song owns the copyright in that song. The musician can then license the
song to a record label, which can reproduce and distribute the song in exchange for payment. If someone
else were to reproduce and distribute the song without the musician's permission, it would be considered
copyright infringement.
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One challenge in copyright law is determining whether a work is original and possesses the required degree
of creativity. For example, a simple photograph of a building may not be considered original if the building
is a well-known landmark. Additionally, the fair use doctrine can be subjective, making it difficult to
determine whether a particular use of a copyrighted work is fair or infringing.

In conclusion, copyright law is a critical area of entertainment law that protects original works of authorship.
Understanding key terms and vocabulary, such as copyright, original work, copyright owner, copyright
notice, public domain, fair use, infringement, statute of limitations, licensing, and work for hire, is essential
for anyone working in the entertainment industry. By protecting creative works, copyright law encourages
creativity and innovation, benefiting both creators and consumers.

Read online: https://certificates.uksm.org.uk/guides/2897139/ London School of Planning and Management - 23 Jun 2026
copyright-law-in-entertainment



