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Professional Certificate in Advocacy for Students with Disabilities

Assessment and Evaluation in Special Education
(United Kingdom)

Assessment and Evaluation in Special Education:

Assessment and evaluation are crucial components of special education that help educators understand the
unique needs of students with disabilities and provide appropriate support and interventions to help them
succeed. In the United Kingdom, assessment and evaluation processes are guided by specific frameworks
and legislation to ensure that students with disabilities receive the necessary accommodations and services
to achieve their full potential. In this section, we will explore key terms and vocabulary related to assessment
and evaluation in special education in the UK.

1. Special Educational Needs (SEN):
Special Educational Needs refer to learning difficulties or disabilities that significantly impact a child's ability
to learn and require special educational provision. The Education Act 1996 in the UK defines SEN as a child
who has a learning difficulty that calls for special educational provision to be made for them.

Example: A student with dyslexia who struggles with reading and writing would be considered to have
Special Educational Needs.

2. Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO):
The SENCO is responsible for overseeing the provision of support for students with SEN within a school or
educational setting. They work closely with teachers, parents, and external agencies to ensure that students
with disabilities receive appropriate interventions and accommodations.

Example: The SENCO at a primary school is responsible for coordinating support for students with a range
of disabilities, including autism, ADHD, and speech and language difficulties.

3. Individual Education Plan (IEP):
An Individual Education Plan is a personalized document that outlines the specific learning goals, strategies,
and support services for a student with SEN. The IEP is developed collaboratively by teachers, parents, and
other professionals involved in the student's education.

Example: A student with autism may have an IEP that includes goals related to social communication skills,
sensory processing, and behavior management strategies.

4. Statement of Special Educational Needs (SEN Statement):
A SEN Statement is a legal document in the UK that outlines the specific needs of a child with SEN and the
provision of support and resources that must be provided by the local authority. SEN Statements are being
replaced by Education, Health, and Care (EHC) Plans under the Children and Families Act 2014.
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Example: A child with severe learning difficulties may have a SEN Statement that specifies the need for one-
on-one support from a teaching assistant and access to specialized resources.

5. Education, Health, and Care (EHC) Plan:
An EHC Plan is a legal document that outlines the special educational, health, and social care needs of a
child with SEN and specifies the support and services that must be provided to meet those needs. EHC
Plans are intended to provide a more holistic approach to supporting children with disabilities.

Example: A child with cerebral palsy may have an EHC Plan that includes provisions for physical therapy,
speech and language therapy, and assistive technology.

6. Diagnostic Assessment:
A diagnostic assessment is a comprehensive evaluation conducted by a qualified professional to identify a
student's specific learning difficulties or disabilities. Diagnostic assessments may include cognitive
assessments, educational assessments, and psychological assessments.

Example: A student suspected of having ADHD may undergo a diagnostic assessment that includes a review
of their medical history, behavior observations, and standardized tests to confirm the diagnosis.

7. Formative Assessment:
Formative assessment is an ongoing process of gathering information about a student's progress and
understanding to inform teaching and learning. Formative assessments are used to monitor student
performance, provide feedback, and adjust instructional strategies as needed.

Example: A teacher uses formative assessment techniques such as quizzes, exit tickets, and observations to
assess student understanding of a new concept and make adjustments to their lesson plans.

8. Summative Assessment:
Summative assessment is a formal evaluation conducted at the end of a learning period to determine a
student's overall achievement or proficiency. Summative assessments are typically used to assign grades or
measure learning outcomes.

Example: A student takes a summative assessment at the end of a unit to demonstrate their understanding
of the material covered and receive a final grade for the course.

9. Norm-Referenced Assessment:
Norm-referenced assessments compare an individual student's performance to that of a larger group of
peers. These assessments provide information about how a student's performance ranks relative to their
peers and are often used to identify strengths and weaknesses.

Example: A standardized test that compares a student's reading skills to those of their same-age peers is an
example of a norm-referenced assessment.

10. Criterion-Referenced Assessment:
Criterion-referenced assessments measure a student's performance against specific criteria or standards.
These assessments focus on whether a student has mastered specific skills or knowledge rather than how
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they compare to their peers.

Example: A student takes a criterion-referenced assessment to demonstrate their ability to solve math
problems at a certain level of proficiency.

11. Dynamic Assessment:
Dynamic assessment is an interactive process that involves providing students with support and feedback
during an assessment to determine their potential for learning and development. Dynamic assessments
focus on a student's ability to learn with assistance.

Example: A teacher uses dynamic assessment techniques to assess a student's problem-solving skills by
providing prompts and feedback to support their learning process.

12. Portfolio Assessment:
Portfolio assessment involves collecting and evaluating samples of a student's work over time to
demonstrate their progress and achievements. Portfolios may include examples of student work, self-
assessments, reflections, and teacher feedback.

Example: A student with dysgraphia maintains a writing portfolio that includes drafts of their essays, writing
samples, and reflections on their writing process to track their improvement over time.

13. Authentic Assessment:
Authentic assessment involves evaluating a student's performance on real-world tasks and activities that
demonstrate their knowledge and skills in a meaningful context. Authentic assessments focus on application
and transfer of learning.

Example: A student participates in a project-based assessment where they research a topic, create a
presentation, and present their findings to a panel of experts to demonstrate their understanding of the
subject matter.

14. High-Stakes Assessment:
High-stakes assessments are formal evaluations that have significant consequences for students, teachers,
schools, or districts. These assessments may determine a student's promotion to the next grade, graduation
eligibility, or school funding.

Example: Standardized tests that are used to measure school performance and accountability and can
impact school rankings and funding are considered high-stakes assessments.

15. Low-Stakes Assessment:
Low-stakes assessments are informal evaluations that have minimal consequences for students, teachers, or
schools. These assessments are used for diagnostic purposes, formative feedback, or progress monitoring.

Example: A teacher administers a low-stakes quiz at the beginning of a unit to assess students' prior
knowledge and identify areas for additional instruction.

16. Universal Design for Learning (UDL):
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Universal Design for Learning is a framework for designing instructional materials, methods, and
assessments that are accessible to all students, including those with disabilities. UDL emphasizes multiple
means of representation, action and expression, and engagement.

Example: A teacher uses UDL principles to create a lesson that includes visual aids, hands-on activities, and
opportunities for student choice to accommodate diverse learning styles and abilities.

17. Response to Intervention (RTI):
Response to Intervention is a multi-tiered approach to identifying and supporting students with learning
difficulties through early intervention and targeted interventions. RTI involves screening, progress
monitoring, and data-driven decision-making to support student success.

Example: A school implements an RTI framework that includes universal screening for all students, evidence-
based interventions for students who are struggling, and progress monitoring to evaluate the effectiveness
of interventions.

18. Multi-Disciplinary Team (MDT):
A Multi-Disciplinary Team is a group of professionals from different disciplines, such as education, health,
and social care, who collaborate to assess and support students with complex needs. MDTs work together
to develop comprehensive plans and interventions for students with disabilities.

Example: An MDT may include a special education teacher, speech therapist, occupational therapist,
psychologist, and social worker who work together to assess and support a student with autism.

19. Transition Planning:
Transition planning involves preparing students with disabilities for the transition from one educational
setting to another, such as moving from primary school to secondary school or transitioning from school to
post-secondary education or employment. Transition planning focuses on developing skills, setting goals,
and accessing support services.

Example: A student with a physical disability participates in transition planning meetings to develop a plan
for accessing assistive technology, mobility training, and vocational support as they prepare to transition to
college.

20. Data-Informed Decision Making:
Data-informed decision making involves using assessment data to inform instructional decisions, monitor
student progress, and evaluate the effectiveness of interventions. Educators use data to identify areas of
need, set goals, and adjust teaching strategies to support student learning.

Example: A teacher analyzes assessment data to identify students who are struggling with reading
comprehension and adjusts instructional strategies to provide targeted support, such as small group
instruction or additional resources.

21. Standardized Testing:
Standardized testing involves administering tests that are designed and scored in a consistent manner to
provide a measure of student achievement or proficiency. Standardized tests are typically used to assess
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student performance against national or state standards.

Example: Students in the UK may take standardized tests such as Key Stage Assessments or General
Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) exams to demonstrate their academic skills and knowledge.

22. Inclusive Assessment Practices:
Inclusive assessment practices involve designing assessments that accommodate diverse learners and
promote equity and access for all students. Inclusive assessments consider students' strengths, needs, and
preferences to provide fair and valid measures of learning.

Example: A teacher provides multiple assessment options, such as oral presentations, written essays, and
visual projects, to allow students with different learning styles and abilities to demonstrate their
understanding of a topic.

23. Accommodations and Modifications:
Accommodations and modifications are changes made to assessments or instructional materials to support
students with disabilities and ensure equal access to learning. Accommodations provide support without
changing the content or standards, while modifications may involve altering the content or expectations.

Example: A student with dyslexia receives accommodations such as extended time on tests, use of a
computer for writing tasks, and access to audiobooks to support their learning needs.

24. Assessment Bias:
Assessment bias refers to the presence of factors that unfairly advantage or disadvantage certain groups of
students based on their characteristics, such as race, gender, or disability. Assessment bias can result in
inaccurate or unfair assessments of student performance.

Example: A standardized test that includes language or cultural references that are unfamiliar to students
from diverse backgrounds may exhibit bias and impact the validity of the assessment results.

25. Assessment Validity and Reliability:
Assessment validity refers to the extent to which an assessment measures what it is intended to measure,
while reliability refers to the consistency and accuracy of assessment results. Valid and reliable assessments
provide meaningful and trustworthy information about student learning.

Example: A teacher reviews the validity and reliability of an assessment by ensuring that the questions align
with learning objectives and that students receive consistent scores when the assessment is administered
multiple times.

26. Differentiation:
Differentiation involves modifying instruction and assessment to meet the diverse needs of students in the
classroom, including those with disabilities. Differentiated instruction allows teachers to provide multiple
pathways to learning and demonstrate understanding.

Example: A teacher differentiates instruction by providing alternative assignments, offering flexible grouping
options, and adjusting the level of support based on individual student needs.
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27. Progress Monitoring:
Progress monitoring involves regularly assessing student performance to track progress toward learning
goals, identify areas of need, and adjust instruction as needed. Progress monitoring is an essential
component of Response to Intervention (RTI) and Individual Education Plans (IEPs).

Example: A teacher uses progress monitoring tools such as student work samples, formative assessments,
and data tracking charts to monitor a student's reading fluency and comprehension skills over time.

28. Peer Assessment:
Peer assessment involves students providing feedback and evaluating each other's work based on
established criteria or rubrics. Peer assessment promotes collaboration, self-reflection, and constructive
feedback among students.

Example: Students in a group project assess their peers' contributions based on criteria such as teamwork,
communication skills, and quality of work to provide feedback and improve their group performance.

29. Self-Assessment:
Self-assessment involves students reflecting on their own learning, progress, and achievement to set goals,
monitor performance, and identify areas for improvement. Self-assessment promotes metacognitive skills
and self-regulation.

Example: A student completes a self-assessment checklist after completing a writing assignment to evaluate
their strengths and weaknesses in areas such as organization, grammar, and content.

30. Feedback and Feedforward:
Feedback involves providing students with information about their performance to support their learning
and improvement. Feedforward focuses on providing guidance and suggestions for future learning and
development based on feedback.

Example: A teacher provides feedback on a student's essay by highlighting areas for improvement and
offering suggestions for revising the content, structure, and argument to enhance the quality of the writing.

In conclusion, assessment and evaluation play a critical role in supporting students with disabilities in
achieving their full potential in the educational setting. By understanding key terms and vocabulary related
to assessment and evaluation in special education in the UK, educators, parents, and advocates can work
collaboratively to ensure that students with disabilities receive the necessary support, accommodations, and
interventions to succeed academically and socially. It is essential to implement inclusive assessment
practices, utilize data-informed decision making, and prioritize the individual needs of students with
disabilities to promote equity, access, and success for all learners.
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