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**Ballot Access**

Ballot access refers to the rules and procedures that candidates or political parties must follow to have their
names appear on election ballots. These rules vary by country and jurisdiction and can include requirements
such as the number of signatures a candidate must collect or the filing fee they must pay. In some cases,
ballot access may be restricted in order to prevent frivolous or fly-by-night candidates from cluttering the
ballot. However, such restrictions can also be used to limit competition and protect incumbents.

Related terms: election laws, signature gathering, filing fee, ballot qualification, ballot manipulation

Challenges: Ensuring fair and equitable ballot access can be a contentious issue, as different groups and
candidates may have competing interests. For example, smaller parties or independent candidates may
argue that the ballot access requirements are too burdensome, while larger parties or incumbents may
argue that they are necessary to maintain order and prevent confusion. In addition, the rules for ballot
access can be complex and difficult to navigate, which can create barriers for candidates who lack the
resources or expertise to comply with them.

**Campaign Finance**

Campaign finance refers to the money and other resources that are used to fund political campaigns. This
can include funds raised from individual donors, political action committees (PACs), and other sources, as
well as the expenditures made by campaigns to promote their candidates or causes. Campaign finance
regulations govern how campaigns can raise and spend money, and are designed to promote fairness,
transparency, and accountability in the political process.

Related terms: political action committee (PAC), individual donor, expenditure, contribution limit, disclosure
requirement

Challenges: Campaign finance is a controversial and complex issue, as it involves the intersection of money,
politics, and free speech. On the one hand, campaigns need money to communicate their messages and
compete in elections. On the other hand, the influence of money in politics can lead to corruption,
inequality, and a lack of representation for certain groups. Campaign finance regulations must strike a
balance between these competing interests, while also ensuring that they are constitutional and do not
infringe on the rights of campaigns or donors.

**Caucus**

A caucus is a meeting of members of a political party or legislative body to discuss and coordinate their
activities. In the United States, caucuses are used in some states as an alternative to primary elections to
select party nominees for office. In this context, a caucus is a gathering of party members who meet to vote
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on their preferred candidate. Caucuses can be open to any registered member of the party, or they can be
closed to only those who have previously declared their support for the party.

Related terms: primary election, party nominee, precinct, delegate, party platform

Challenges: Caucuses can be time-consuming and confusing, as they often involve lengthy discussions and
multiple rounds of voting. They can also be subject to manipulation or intimidation, as participants may try
to influence the outcome through various tactics. In addition, caucuses tend to favor candidates who are
well-organized and have strong grassroots support, which can disadvantage candidates who are less well-
known or have fewer resources.

**Constituent Services**

Constituent services refer to the assistance and support that elected officials and their staff provide to their
constituents. This can include helping constituents navigate government agencies, resolving issues with
federal programs, and providing information about legislation and policy. Constituent services are an
important part of the democratic process, as they help to ensure that the needs and concerns of citizens are
heard and addressed by their representatives.

Related terms: casework, government agency, federal program, legislation, policy

Challenges: Constituent services can be time-consuming and resource-intensive, as they often require a
significant amount of staff time and expertise to address the needs and concerns of individual constituents.
In addition, constituent services can be politically sensitive, as elected officials must balance the needs of
their constituents with the demands of their political parties and other stakeholders.

**Election Laws**

Election laws are the rules and regulations that govern the conduct of elections and the participation of
candidates and voters. These laws can cover a wide range of issues, including ballot access, campaign
finance, voter registration, and voting rights. Election laws are designed to ensure the fairness, transparency,
and integrity of the electoral process, and are typically enacted and enforced by government entities at the
federal, state, and local levels.

Related terms: ballot access, campaign finance, voter registration, voting rights, electoral integrity

Challenges: Election laws can be complex and controversial, as they involve competing interests and values.
For example, laws that are designed to promote fairness and transparency may also limit the freedom of
speech or association of candidates and voters. In addition, election laws can be subject to manipulation or
abuse, as actors may try to influence the outcome of elections through various tactics.

**Electoral System**

An electoral system is the set of rules and procedures that are used to translate the votes of citizens into
political representation. There are several different types of electoral systems, including proportional
representation, majoritarian systems, and mixed systems. Each of these systems has its own strengths and

Read online: https://certificates.uksm.org.uk/glossaries/3267111/
international-political-consulting

London School of Planning and Management · 22 Jun 2026



G LO S S A RY

weaknesses, and the choice of electoral system can have a significant impact on the composition and
behavior of the legislature.

Related terms: proportional representation, majoritarian system, mixed system, legislature, political
representation

Challenges: Choosing the right electoral system can be a difficult and contentious issue, as different groups
and stakeholders may have competing interests and preferences. In addition, the design and
implementation of an electoral system can be complex and technical, requiring expertise in areas such as
mathematics, statistics, and political science.

**Gerrymandering**

Gerrymandering is the manipulation of electoral district boundaries for political gain. This can be done by
packing voters of one party or demographic group into a small number of districts, or by cracking them into
many districts where they are outnumbered. Gerrymandering is often used to create "safe" districts for
incumbents or to give one party an advantage in elections. However, it can also lead to distorted
representation and a lack of accountability for elected officials.

Related terms: electoral district, packing, cracking, incumbent, representation

Challenges: Gerrymandering is a difficult and controversial issue, as it involves the manipulation of political
power and the representation of citizens. In addition, the detection and prevention of gerrymandering can
be complex and technical, requiring expertise in areas such as mathematics, statistics, and computer
science.

**Get Out the Vote (GOTV)**

Get out the vote (GOTV) is a political strategy that aims to increase the turnout of voters in an election. This
can be done through a variety of tactics, including phone banking, door-to-door canvassing, and direct
mail. GOTV efforts are typically focused on encouraging voters who are likely to support a particular
candidate or cause to cast their ballots.

Related terms: phone banking, door-to-door canvassing, direct mail, voter turnout, political strategy

Challenges: GOTV efforts can be time-consuming and resource-intensive, as they require significant staff
time and resources to contact and mobilize voters. In addition, GOTV efforts can be subject to various
challenges, including low turnout, voter apathy, and competing priorities.

**Grassroots Organizing**

Grassroots organizing is a political strategy that involves building support and mobilizing action from the
ground up, typically through the participation of individual citizens and community groups. Grassroots
organizing can be used to advocate for policy change, support political candidates, or build coalitions
around specific issues. Grassroots organizing is often contrasted with top-down approaches, which rely on
the leadership and direction of established organizations or institutions.

Read online: https://certificates.uksm.org.uk/glossaries/3267111/
international-political-consulting

London School of Planning and Management · 22 Jun 2026



G LO S S A RY

Related terms: policy change, political candidates, coalitions, individual citizens, community groups

Challenges: Grassroots organizing can be time-consuming and resource-intensive, as it requires significant
effort and resources to build and maintain a network of supporters. In addition, grassroots organizing can
be subject to various challenges, including competing priorities, lack of resources, and resistance from
established powers.

**Lobbying**

Lobbying is the act of attempting to influence political decisions or policies through direct or indirect
contact with elected officials or government agencies. Lobbying can be done by individuals, organizations,
or corporations, and can cover a wide range of issues, including taxation, regulation, and public spending.
Lobbying is a regulated activity in many countries, and is subject to various rules and restrictions.

Related terms: elected officials, government agencies, taxation, regulation, public spending

Challenges: Lobbying is a controversial and complex issue, as it involves the
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