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Introduction to Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT) Techniques

Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT) is a widely used therapeutic approach that focuses on how thoughts,
beliefs, and attitudes impact feelings and behaviors. In the context of sports psychology, CBT techniques
can be particularly effective in helping athletes develop mental skills to enhance their performance on the
field. This glossary aims to provide an overview of key terms related to CBT in the context of sports
psychology, specifically tailored for football sports psychology integration in the Postgraduate Certificate in
CBT program.

A

Automatic Thoughts
Automatic thoughts are rapid, fleeting thoughts that often occur in response to a specific situation or
trigger. In CBT, automatic thoughts are considered to be cognitive distortions that can lead to negative
emotions and behaviors. For example, a football player might have automatic thoughts like "I'm going to
miss this shot" before taking a penalty kick.

B

Behavioral Activation
Behavioral activation is a component of CBT that involves increasing engagement in positive and rewarding
activities to improve mood and motivation. In the context of football sports psychology, behavioral
activation could involve encouraging athletes to participate in enjoyable training sessions or team bonding
activities to boost morale and confidence.

C

Cognitive Distortions
Cognitive distortions are irrational and negative thought patterns that contribute to emotional distress and
maladaptive behaviors. Common cognitive distortions include black-and-white thinking, catastrophizing,
and overgeneralization. In football sports psychology, cognitive distortions can hinder an athlete's
performance by fueling self-doubt and anxiety.

D

Decatastrophizing
Decatastrophizing is a cognitive restructuring technique used in CBT to challenge catastrophic thoughts and
assumptions. In the context of football sports psychology, decatastrophizing can help athletes reframe
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exaggerated fears or worst-case scenarios about their performance. For example, instead of catastrophizing
a missed goal as a total failure, an athlete can learn to see it as a learning opportunity for improvement.

E

Exposure Therapy
Exposure therapy is a behavioral technique used in CBT to help individuals confront and overcome their
fears and anxieties. In the context of football sports psychology, exposure therapy could involve gradually
exposing athletes to high-pressure situations, such as penalty shootouts or intense matches, to desensitize
them to performance-related stress and build resilience.

F

Functional Analysis
Functional analysis is a core component of CBT that involves identifying the antecedents, behaviors, and
consequences of a specific problem or behavior. In football sports psychology, functional analysis can help
coaches and athletes understand the triggers and maintaining factors of performance-related issues, such
as lack of motivation or poor decision-making on the field.

G

Goal Setting
Goal setting is a fundamental CBT technique that involves establishing specific, measurable, achievable,
relevant, and time-bound goals to guide behavior and track progress. In football sports psychology, goal
setting can help athletes focus on improving specific aspects of their performance, such as accuracy in
passing or speed in dribbling, to enhance overall skill development.

H

Homework Assignments
Homework assignments are tasks or exercises assigned by therapists in CBT to reinforce learning, practice
new skills, and monitor progress outside of therapy sessions. In the context of football sports psychology,
coaches can assign homework assignments to athletes, such as keeping a performance journal, practicing
relaxation techniques, or visualizing successful gameplay scenarios, to enhance mental skills training and
self-awareness.

I

Imagery Rehearsal
Imagery rehearsal is a visualization technique used in CBT to mentally rehearse and simulate successful
performance scenarios. In football sports psychology, imagery rehearsal can help athletes enhance their
focus, confidence, and motivation by vividly imagining themselves executing skills and strategies in
competitive situations. For example, a football player can use imagery rehearsal to visualize scoring a
winning goal in a championship match.

J
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Journaling
Journaling is a self-reflective practice that involves writing down thoughts, emotions, and experiences to
promote insight, awareness, and emotional processing. In CBT for football sports psychology integration,
journaling can be used as a tool for athletes to track their progress, identify patterns in their performance,
and reflect on their mental and emotional states before, during, and after matches. Journaling can also help
athletes identify cognitive distortions, set goals, and develop coping strategies to manage performance-
related stress and anxiety.

K

Key Performance Indicators (KPIs)
Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) are measurable metrics used to evaluate and monitor progress toward
specific goals and objectives. In football sports psychology, KPIs can be used to assess athletes'
performance, track improvements in skill development, and measure the effectiveness of mental skills
training interventions. Examples of KPIs in football sports psychology include accuracy in passing, speed in
sprinting, goal-scoring efficiency, and mental resilience in high-pressure situations.

L

Limiting Beliefs
Limiting beliefs are deeply held convictions or assumptions that hinder individuals from reaching their full
potential and achieving their goals. In CBT for football sports psychology integration, limiting beliefs can
manifest as self-doubt, fear of failure, or negative self-talk that impede athletes' confidence, motivation, and
performance on the field. Identifying and challenging limiting beliefs through cognitive restructuring
techniques can help athletes develop a more positive and empowering mindset to enhance their athletic
performance.

M

Mindfulness Meditation
Mindfulness meditation is a practice that involves cultivating present-moment awareness, non-judgmental
acceptance, and focused attention on thoughts, emotions, and sensations. In CBT for football sports
psychology integration, mindfulness meditation can help athletes improve mental clarity, emotional
regulation, and stress management by reducing distractions, enhancing concentration, and promoting
relaxation during training sessions and matches. Mindfulness meditation techniques, such as deep
breathing, body scanning, and mindful movement, can be integrated into athletes' pre-game routines to
enhance focus, resilience, and performance under pressure.

N

Negative Self-Talk
Negative self-talk is a common cognitive distortion characterized by critical, pessimistic, and self-defeating
internal dialogue. In football sports psychology, negative self-talk can undermine athletes' confidence,
motivation, and resilience by reinforcing limiting beliefs, catastrophic thinking, and perfectionism. Cognitive
restructuring techniques, such as thought-challenging and positive affirmations, can help athletes replace
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negative self-talk with more constructive and empowering thoughts to enhance their mental skills and
performance on the field.

O

Optimal Performance State
Optimal performance state refers to the ideal psychological and physiological conditions in which athletes
can perform at their peak levels of skill, focus, and motivation. In CBT for football sports psychology
integration, achieving an optimal performance state involves managing arousal levels, regulating emotions,
and maintaining confidence under pressure. Techniques such as relaxation training, goal setting,
visualization, and self-talk can help athletes enter and sustain an optimal performance state during training
sessions and matches to enhance their competitive edge and success on the field.

P

Progressive Muscle Relaxation (PMR)
Progressive Muscle Relaxation (PMR) is a relaxation technique used in CBT to reduce muscular tension,
promote physical relaxation, and alleviate stress and anxiety. In football sports psychology, PMR can help
athletes release physical tension, improve body awareness, and enhance recovery after intense training
sessions or matches. Athletes can practice PMR by sequentially tensing and relaxing different muscle groups
in the body to increase relaxation, reduce fatigue, and improve overall well-being.

Q

Quality of Practice
Quality of practice refers to the effectiveness, efficiency, and consistency of athletes' training sessions and
skill development efforts. In football sports psychology, focusing on the quality of practice involves setting
specific goals, maintaining high levels of concentration, receiving feedback, and engaging in deliberate
practice to improve performance outcomes and achieve mastery in key areas of the game. Coaches can
help athletes enhance the quality of their practice by providing structured training programs, individualized
feedback, and mental skills training interventions to optimize skill acquisition, retention, and transfer to
competitive settings.

R

Relapse Prevention
Relapse prevention is a cognitive-behavioral strategy used to anticipate and manage setbacks, triggers, and
high-risk situations that may lead to a return of maladaptive behaviors or negative thought patterns. In
football sports psychology, relapse prevention techniques can help athletes identify early warning signs of
performance slumps, cope with pressure, and maintain progress toward their goals during challenging
periods. Coaches can work with athletes to develop relapse prevention plans, establish coping strategies,
and build resilience to bounce back from setbacks and stay focused on long-term success and growth.

S

Self-Efficacy

Read online: https://certificates.uksm.org.uk/glossaries/3163669/
introduction-to-cognitive-behavioral-therapy-cbt-techniques

London School of Planning and Management · 29 Jun 2026



G LO S S A RY

Self-efficacy refers to an individual's belief in their ability to successfully perform specific tasks, overcome
challenges, and achieve desired outcomes. In CBT for football sports psychology integration, self-efficacy
plays a crucial role in athletes' motivation, confidence, and persistence in pursuing their goals and
improving their performance on the field. Coaches can enhance athletes' self-efficacy by providing support,
encouragement, positive reinforcement, and opportunities for skill development, goal achievement, and
mastery experiences to strengthen their belief in their capabilities and potential for success.

T

Thought Record
Thought record is a structured tool used in CBT to help individuals identify, challenge, and reframe
automatic thoughts, cognitive distortions, and negative beliefs. In football sports psychology, athletes can
use thought records to track their thoughts and emotions before, during, and after matches, identify
performance-related triggers, and develop alternative perspectives and coping strategies to manage stress,
anxiety, and self-doubt. By examining the evidence for and against their thoughts, athletes can gain insight
into their cognitive patterns, adjust their mindset, and optimize their mental skills for peak performance on
the field.

U

Unconditional Self-Acceptance
Unconditional self-acceptance is a core principle of rational emotive behavior therapy (REBT) that involves
embracing oneself with compassion, respect, and non-judgmental acceptance, regardless of perceived
flaws, mistakes, or shortcomings. In football sports psychology, unconditional self-acceptance can help
athletes cultivate self-compassion, resilience, and emotional well-being by reframing negative self-talk,
challenging perfectionism, and fostering a positive self-image. Coaches can encourage athletes to practice
unconditional self-acceptance by promoting self-care, self-compassion, and self-empowerment to enhance
their mental toughness, confidence, and performance under pressure.

V

Visualization
Visualization is a mental imagery technique used in CBT to create vivid mental representations of successful
performances, strategies, and outcomes. In football sports psychology, visualization can help athletes
improve their focus, confidence, and motivation by mentally rehearsing game scenarios, skill executions,
and goal achievements before matches. By engaging the senses and emotions in visualization exercises,
athletes can enhance their mental skills, build muscle memory, and boost their performance on the field.

W

Worry Time
Worry time is a cognitive-behavioral technique used in CBT to schedule and contain worries, anxieties, and
rumination to a specific time and space. In football sports psychology, athletes can use worry time to set
aside daily or weekly sessions to address performance-related concerns, fears, and doubts in a structured
and focused manner. By limiting worry time to designated periods and implementing problem-solving
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strategies, athletes can reduce anxiety, enhance mental clarity, and improve their ability to stay present,
focused, and resilient during training sessions and matches.
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